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President’s Message 

Hope everyone had a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year 

I am seeing lots of year in reviews or 
best of 2016 on TV and got me 
thinking about SCGS. I was going to 
look back at our year but I can’t. As far as I am concerned 
everything was the best from our monthly SCGS 
presentations, Genealogy Plus, the Basics Class, the 
excellent officers of SCGS and all those who volunteer to 
help whenever needed, so many things to recap. I will 
just hit those highlights for now. Good job everyone and 
thank you for all you to keep SCGS going strong. 

There are many more presentations being planned for 
2017, either for SCGS, Genealogy Plus, Spring 
Conference or presentations at other Story County 
Libraries or Story County Organizations. We are 
growing and everyone has a strength or past experience 
we hope we can draw from to make .us even better. 

Thank you again everyone and see you on January 9, 
2017 

Tteuicy 


Next Programs 

Story County Genealogical Society, 

2 nd Monday of each month at Ames Public Library 
January 9, 2017, 6:30 PM, “Shared Stories” - 
Teresa Larson, Ames Historical Society 

Genealogy Plus 
3 rd Wednesday of each month 
See articles on page 4 
January 18,2017 - Ames Public Library 

Beginning Genealogy Series 

1 st Class - February 9, 2017 
See article on page 3 for more information 
Dates for classes 2,3 and 4: 

March 2,2017 - March 23,2017 - April 13,2017 
Please RSVP to - bonnie.samuel@icloud.com 
Held at the Ames Public Library -10 am-Noon 

Spring Conference 
Saturday April 29 - 10 am - 4 pm 
Ames Public Library - See Article on Page 4 


Just A Few of The Items Inside This Issue 



Editor’s Note: 


For other conferences and events that Nancy has 
mentioned, check the Iowa Genealogical Society at 
http://iowagenealogy.org/7page id=81 for a list of their 
events. If you also go to the same IGS website and click 
on Events then click on Lives & Times, you will see more 
activities that are offered. 
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Thank You 


GenealogylnTime (http://genealogyintime.com/) is a 
website/magazine that features the tag-line “Discover 
Your Ancestors For Free.” And to that end, the site makes 
available an array of articles and resources. 

Nearly every week GenealogylnTime (GIT) publishes a 
free newsletter highlighting new record sets available, 
both nationally and internationally. Some point to 
subscription websites and others are hosted on free sites 
such as FamilySearch.org. You can subscribe to the 
newsletter at the GenealogylnTime website. 

The layout of the GIT site is streamlined and free of 
annoying clutter. You will not find pop-up ads and 
distracting animations. What you will find are links to 
many worthwhile genealogy articles to help you with your 
research. 




Story County Genealogical Society sponsors 
many genealogy related programs and events 
that help people look for their ancestors. 


We must thank all of the SCGS members for 
finding these people that make the presentations, but we 
also MUST thank the presenters who give of their time 
and talents. 


One of these people, who is a very good friend of SCGS 
and is willing to share his knowledge is Mr. Dennis Allen. 
Dennis is a firefighter by profession, but in his free time, 
he is a popular speaker and teacher around Iowa and 
throughout the Midwest, presenting on software and 
technology, research skills, and various categories of 
research. 


Recent topics include: Ten Effective Strategies on How to 
Build a Family Tree; Google Limitations on Genealogy 
Searches; Common Genealogy Mistakes; and, Genealogy 
Latin Dictionary. 

Featured prominently on the home screen is the 
Genealogy Search Engine described as “the largest free 
ancestral search engine on the Internet.” This search 
function is powered by Google but limited to what GIT 
calls genealogy sites. It does not search subscription sites. 
The recommendation is to use this Genealogy Search 
Engine to complement searches done on paid sites. 

Family Tree Search Engine is also an option to “Search 
online family trees and genealogy forums.” GIT provides 
a series of Frequently Asked Questions to explain both 
search engines. 

A highlighted resource of GenealogylnTime is their 
annual listing of the Top 100 Genealogy Websites. The 
listing is often widely shared among social media 
websites and attracts much attention. The rankings are 
based on Internet traffic to the websites as measured by 
Alexa, content delivered, and time spent on the site. In 
the 2016 listings, Ancestry.com was the top subscription 
site and FindAGrave.com was the number one free site. 

There is a lot to be discovered at GenealogylnTime. Take 
a look and see what you think. 

Tttcvuf Ao-fot 


He is well known for his expertise in research techniques 
and the work he does restoring cemetery stones all across 
Iowa. 

Story County Genealogy Society 

Meeting - January 9, 2017, 6:30 pm - APL 

The subject will be: Ames Historical Society Oral 
History Project: Shared Stories. Teresa Larson of the 
Ames Historical Society will be the speaker. 

Teresa "TJ" Larson has lived in Ames for several decades 
and while her career has been in the information and 
media businesses she loves history. In retirement she is 
volunteering for the Ames Historical Society (AHS). She 
was a TV broadcaster in central Iowa for 10 years, later 
manager of the media department at Ames Public Library 
for 17 years and a teacher at Drake University for 3 years. 
She and her husband are both retired so in addition to their 
volunteer activities they also like to travel. 

AHS Society’s project description is as follows: 

"Shared Stories", The Ames Historical Society's oral 
history project is an effort to collect memories from 
people who lived and worked in Ames in the 1930's and 
1940's but if any interesting stories of past decades 
surface those are included also. The project includes 
memories from people in all walks of life and all stories 
are stored in a digital video format. 
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Beginning Genealogy Course 
Ames Public Library, Danfoss Room 
Co-sponsored by SCGS and APL 


February 9th, 2017, March 2, 2017, March 23, 2017, April 13, 2017 

10 AM - Noon 

This four part course is designed to teach the fundamental principles and process of effective, excellent 
genealogical process. Participants will learn to prepare a foundation and plan for research to include 
basic information gathering, organizing your data (paper and software), documentation and analysis. 

Class I, Feb. 9: How to Begin-Developing a Research Foundation 
Class II, Mar 2: Preparing a Research Plan and Intro to RootsMagic 
Class III, Mar 23: Conducting Research, Analysis and Recording 
Class IV, Apr 13: Resources Online and at the Library, Courthouse and 

Cemetery too! 

There will be class assignments, review and lots of individual help in each two hour session. The text for 
the class is How to Do Everything Genealogy, fourth edition, by George G. Morgan. Ames Public Library 
will have copies for class participants to check out or you may want to buy your own copy, which is 

available on Amazon. 

Class size is limited. Please pre-register on the Ames Public Library site: 

Beginning Genealogy Series Registration. 

This is a free class - sign up today! 

Questions: call Bonnie Samuel 515-203-1056. 


Comments from graduates of Genealogy Basics Class- Fall, 2016 

The Basics class provided an inspiring mix of instruction on genealogical tools and methods, family 
history philosophy, connection with experience, and camaraderie. I am grateful for what I learned and 
would highly recommend this series to anyone wanting to build a foundation for exploring their family 

history. Deb Lee 

As a beginner genealogist I have found the Genealogy Basics classes very helpful in my searching. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped. 

Dick Cooper 

I think this was a great class for me to get an idea on how to approach genealogy. It helped me buy the 
right software, training on the software, as well as getting off on the right foot on organizational ideas. I 

am signing up again to further my knowledge. Don Heuss 
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Genealogy Plus 

Coming up next at Genealogy Plus. 

meeting the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 10 am - noon 

More coming in 2017—find out more at 
http ://www.storygenes.com/ genealogy-plus 

And don't forget! 

More genealogy educational programs at 

Story County Genealogical Society. 

“Bbtutie Samuel 



Genealogy Plus! 

January 18, 2017 
10 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

Speaker: 

Migration Patterns: Which Way Did They Go? 

Dr. Paul Lasley is Professor of Sociology at ISU. His 
research focuses on the organization of U.S. agriculture 
and how changes in agriculture 
affect rural communities. A major 
focus of his research examines 
trends in rural culture and what 
these trends suggest about the 
future of rural communities, 
families and social organizations. 

We welcome Professor Lasley back to Genealogy Plus to 
discuss “Migration Patterns - When and Why our 
Ancestors migrated from one place to another in 
America”. Our ancestors moved for economic, social and 
other reasons seeking better lives. When and where our 
ancestors migrated tells us a lot about why they moved - 
adventure, bounty land, gold rush, or land deals. Records 
were kept, letters written, some survive and have a story 
to tell. 


Spring Conference 

April 29 th , 2017 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Ames Public Library 
Speaker - Alice Hoyt Veen 

Subjects covered: 

• Getting Started: Genealogy tools 
and process 

• Federal Census Records: Pathway 
to the Past 

• Courthouse Research: A Treasure 
Trove for Family Historians 


Story County Genealogical Society 

2017 Officers 



Back row from left to right: 

Dick Cooper, SCGS Newsletter Editor - Bonnie Samuel, 
Vice-president - Gwenna Jacobson, Publicity - Mary 
Lohr, Librarian. 

Front row from left to right: 

Paul Martsching, Historian - Mary Ausborn, Treasurer - 
Nancy Long, President. 

Not pictured: Katie Pattee, Secretary. 
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Happy 50 th Birthday to SCGS News! 


Editor’s Desk 


By Merlene Whisenand and Mary J. Lohr 

With publication of this issue, SCGS News turns 50 and 
reaches the half-century mark. 

Thanks to all the editors and authors for making this 
milestone a reality. 

The newsletter is a hallmark of the Story County 
Genealogical Society. It's a tangible benefit of 
membership and the paper of record of events, classes, 
activities, and programs of our Society. 

Published eight times a year (with an occasional bonus 
issue), SCGS has been around longer than most of the 
current members. (Member Luanne Endreland's mother 
was a charter member of SCGS). A series of persons have 
stepped up to meet the publication deadline, compile and 
curate content, produce the issue, and distribute it to 
members. 

Most recent editors include Merlene Whisenand, Martha 
Rasmussen, Samara Thornton, Buckley and Marilyn 
Peterson (twice), and currently Dick Cooper. They 
deserve recognition for taking on this task. We appreciate 
all their work! 




Well I think that the article that Santa’s 
Genealogy Elf wrote in last month’s 
newsletter paid off. One item that I 
received for Christmas was a 1 year 
membership to the Iowa Genealogical 
Society in Des Moines. I will sure use that 
a lot and I’m anxious to go to IGS and find out what all 
they have. As a bonus, the Iowa State Historical Building 
is directly across the street from IGS. 


As I stated before, I’m a relative “newbie” in genealogy, 
but I have found out several important things. First is 
organization, which means keeping all of your ancestor’s 
findings organized so you can find them again and know 
where you found them, but there’s more to it than that. 
Family Charts and Research Sheets are very important. 
Also, it’s easy to get caught up in searching and finding 
facts, but remember that the filing (putting research 
documents in correct generation, etc.) must be done. I 
didn’t really understand this aspect and maybe I thought I 
had a better plan, but believe me when I say that the SCGS 
members who have been doing this for a few years know 
best. (NOTE: Most of my family came from Missouri, the 
“Show Me” state, so I guess I had to learn the hard way.) 


Of course, the methods of publication have changed over 
the years: from typewriters to computers, from mail 
delivery to email for most members...but the goal 
remains the same: to produce a quality genealogy 
publication representing SCGS. 


I was starting to get a little frustrated with searching for 
ancestory information because I wasn’t find any. But I 
started using a simple variation that was mentioned to me 
several weeks ago - don’t just look on the first 2-3 pages 
of a search, keep going through many pages. I have found 
several documents by searching as much as 12 - 14 pages. 


The current issue of SCGS News is posted to the SCGS 
website (www.storygenes.com). Past issues are 
available at the Ames Public Library, the Iowa 
Genealogical Society in Des Moines, Allen County 
Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and the Midwest 
Genealogy Center in Independence, Missouri. 


I was very excited to read Mary Lohr’s article Review of 
GenealogylnTime Website on page 3 in this edition of the 
newsletter. I will certainly check out the websites that she 
has noted and see if I can find more documentation on my 
relatives. I’m certain that you will find this article 
beneficial also. 


[SCGS Historian Paul Martsching is trying to locate 
these missing issues: April 1973, February 1982, April 
1982, and January 1983.] 



Don’t forget to check out Super Bowl 51 on 
Sunday, February 5, 2017 in Houston, 
Texas. I will be doing genealogy part of the 
day, but I will watch the football game too. 
"Dick Co-o-ftei 
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Genealogy Plus Group 


...taking you to the next level in your family research! 

Meeting 3rd Wednesday each month at the 
Ames Public Library 

Genealogy Plus is being sponsored by 
the Story County Genealogy Society and 
held at the Ames Public Library 
Auditorium, 3rd Wednesday of each 
month, September - May. Classes are 10 
AM to noon in the Ames Public Library 
auditorium—free and open to the public. 

January 18-10 a.m. - Noon 
February 15-10 a.m. - Noon 
March 15 - 10 a.m. - Noon 
April 19-10 a.m. - Noon 
May 17 - 10 a.m. - Noon 

Please RSVP to Bonnie Samuel if you will be attending 
as they are very well attended. Please send your RSVP to: 
bonnie.samuel@icloud.com. 

Bring your computer if you like to each session. We will 
have time at each class for you to explore the skills 
learned in the session with helpers to assist you too. 

Coordinators: 

^yuette Spice* 

‘Bowtie Samuel 

Contact us at storygenes@gmail.com 

The Genealogy Plus Group meeting on January 18, 

2017 will present a special program entitled: 

Migration Patterns: Which Way Did They Go? 

This program will be presented by Mr. Paul Lasley, 
Professor of Sociology, ISU 


The Iowa Genealogical Society 

Iowa Genealogical Society 
628 E Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-1924 

Website : www.iowagenealogy.org 
email : igs@iowagenealogy.org 
Phone : 515-276-0287 
Fax: 515-727-1824 


Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Make plans to visit the Iowa Genealogical Society soon. 


Ames Public Library Resources 

The following genealogy resources were in a brochure 
holder on the shelf in the genealogy section. 

Ames Historical Society 

Website: www.ameshistory.org 

Ancestry Library Edition (at APL) 

Website: www.amespubliclibrary.org 

Castle Garden (11 million immigrants) 

Website: www.castlegarden.org 

Chronicling America (US newspaper database) 

Website: chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

More resources to be published next month 


My ancestors 
must be in a 
witness protection 
program 
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This Page Left Blank Just For You 

Please Use This Page to Keep Notes At 
SCGS Meetings and other Genealogical Meetings and Seminars 
















STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 



Logo design by Karen 
Pattee David 


Name(s): 
Address:. 

City:_ 

Phone:_ 


Send membership dues to P.O. Box 692, Ames, Iowa 50010 

OR 

Pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 

Annual Membership - Individual $10_or Family $15_ 

SCGS is a member of the Iowa Genealogical Society 


Membership Application 


_State: 

email:_ 


Zip: 
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President’s Message 

Well 2017 is off to an excellent start. Learned how Ames 
Historical Society puts together their Shared Stories and 
what a treasure they are for the future. 
They also gave us some tips on how 
we could use this for our own family 
history/genealogy. I heard we have a 
member getting her mother to do the 
Shared Stories = fantastic. 

Paul Lasley really had all of us listening intently at his 
presentation at Genealogy Plus and I have watched the 
video on the yellow dot population migration over and 
over again. It is fascinating to watch how the whole world 
was settled and in what order and could watch to see what 
events caused the changes. 


Next Programs 

Story County Genealogical Society, 

2 nd Monday of each month at Ames Public Library 
February 13,2017, 6:30 PM - Program: 
Finding Your Ancestors on FamilySearch.org 

See article on page 7 

Genealogy Plus 
3 rd Wednesday of each month 
See article on page 6 

February 15, 2017 - Ames Public Library 

Beginning Genealogy Series 

1 st Class - February 9, 2017 
See article on page 6 for more information 
Classes are FULL but contact Bonnie Samuel 


Ej 


We have lots of great things coming up also. Exciting to 
hear that the 2 nd Basics Class is full and a waiting list for 
class #3. I know I learn more than the students. Has 
helped me get back to the basics and continue in my 
organization skills. 

The Spring Conference on April 29 will be another 
opportunity for learning many new things from Alice 
Hoyt Veen. 

Looking forward to our programs in February and the rest 
of the SCGS year. 

2016 members who haven’t paid your dues for 2017 
should do so as soon as possible. 

Ttcmcy 


Spring Conference 
Saturday April 29 - 10 am - 4 pm 
Ames Public Library - See Article on Page 4 


Just A Few of The Items Inside This Issue 


SCGS January minutes-Page 2 

Facebook for Genealogy-Page 2 

Vital Records in Iowa-Page 3 

How DNA can help genealogists-Page 3 

Spring Conference-Page 4 

Genealogy Plus event-Page 6 

Beginning Genealogy Course-Page 6 

Truth about Ancestry Hints-Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Minutes January 9, 2017 Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. in the Ames 
Public Library auditorium by President Nancy Long. 
Twenty-two members and guests answered the question: 
“My genealogy goal for 2017.” Judging by the answers, 
we need future programs on organizing our material. 

The November 16, 2016 minutes were approved as 
printed in the December newsletter. The treasurer’s report 
was given by Mary Ausborn. A motion to approve was 
made by Merlene Whisenand, seconded and passed. This 
report will be filed for auditing. 

Mary Lohr, Librarian, reported she will be submitting our 
yearly order for new books which are jointly purchased 
by our group and the Ames Public Library the end of 
January. Any suggestions need to be submitted to her 
quickly. 

Our next meeting will be February 13, 2017: Finding 
Your Ancestors on FamilySearch.org. 

Genealogy Plus report by Bonnie Samuels: January 18, 
2017 talk by Paul Lasley, “Migration Patterns: Which 
Way Did They Go?” January 19, 2017: Root Magic 
sessions by Dennis Allen have started, please bring our 
own computers when attending; there is one opening in 
the Adult Beginning Genealogy Series which starts on 
February 9th, a four-part series that will be repeated. She 
also mentioned the upcoming Spring Conference on April 
29th, 2017 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Box lunches will be 
available for purchase, and the speaker will be Alice Hoyt 
Veen. 

An auditing committee of Merlene Whisenand, Trisha 
Sawyer and Dick Cooper was appointed. 

A memorial contribution was started for Bill Deyoe, a 
member who recently passed away. His wife is a long 
time member and great contributor to our group in many 
ways. 

The number of our information brochures that are 
available in county libraries is dwindling. Nancy Long 
will get price quotes for a new printing. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

'Katie Puttee, Secretary 

Facebook for Genealogy? 

By Mary Lohr 

Grandson: Grandma, what are you doing on the 
computer? 

Grandmother: Searching for my great-grandparents. 
Grandson: But your great-grandparents did not have a 
computer! 

Facebook certainly was not developed for genealogy 
research, but it can indeed be used for help in finding 
those ancestors— even if social media and computer 
technology were not part of their lives. 

If you have a Facebook account, you can be in the know 
about upcoming conferences, workshops, and programs 
as well as early registration and discounts. It’s also a good 
way to keep up with the latest news and developments. 
For example, Ancestry.com announces promotions via 
Facebook when free access is available to their databases 
for a limited time. Other subscription sites will do the 
same. 

Amy Johnson Crow, Judy Russell, and Thomas MacEntee 
are three prominent genealogy professionals who blog 
regularly and provide substantive information. By 

following them on Facebook, you’ll have a link to their 
blogs. 

Facebook is an ideal way to stay in contact with cousins 
who may be researching some of the same ancestors that 
you are. You could start a private Facebook group 
dedicated to a particular branch of your family and invite 
relatives to share photos, stories, and queries. Genealogy 
collaboration at its best! 

Need help? There may be an app is a genealogy group or 
page for that. I had a German church record I could not 
read, but by posting a query to the Genealogy Translations 
Facebook group, I received an answer in 17 Minutes! Of 
course, I can’t expect this to happen every time, but it does 
illustrate the power of collaboration on Facebook. 

So, how do you find the “good stuff’ on Facebook? Start 
by entering the term genealogy in the search box and 
numerous related groups and pages will be listed. 

Continued on page 5 - “Facebook” 
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Vital Records in Iowa 

The following article is a summary of an article written 
by Erin Jordan that appeared in the Cedar Rapids Gazette 
newspaper. The article was then republished on page 5A 
of the Des Moines Register, Monday January 9, 2017. 

The ability for genealogists to obtain copies of vital 
records such as births, marriages and deaths may become 
easier if the Iowa Administrative Rules Committee votes 
in favor of a proposed rule from the Iowa Board of Health. 

Recently Mr. Allen Welsh, a retired lawyer was working 
on a family history, he discovered that he was not able to 
view all of the vital records necessary for his family 
history project. He also discovered that many times a 
certified copy of a vital record would cost several times 
the cost of other records. 

Mr. Welsh pursued this situation and discovered the Iowa 
Department of Public Health makes the rules concerning 
vital records. He also found that counties differ in the 
degree that they allow review of vital records. Mr. Welsh 
filed a complaint with the Iowa Public Information Board 
asking that these vital records be made available for 
viewing because most of the people who would be 
interested in these records are historians and genealogists. 

The Board of Health was scheduled to vote on the 
proposed rule on Wednesday January 11, 2017. If it is 
approved it will be forwarded to the Administrative Rules 
Committee for a decision in early March. 

A favorable decision on this matter would be of great help 
to all historians and genealogists who just want to trace 
their ancestors so they know who they were and get an 
idea of residence and family patterns. 

For more information, please contact The Gazette at 319- 
398-8211 or The Des Moines Register customer service 
at 1-877-424-0225. The title of the article in January 9, 
2017 issue of The Des Moines Register is “Iowa vital 
records may become easier to get”. 

The article from The Des Moines Register was submitted 
by a SCGS member - thank you. 



How Secrets in Your DNA Can Help Unlock 

Secrets in the Records 

Submitted by Gwenna Jacobson 

Every genealogist has hit brick walls and had that one 
ancestor for which you can find no records. The father of 
my GGGrandmother Harriet Euphamie 
Bennett Koop was my one ancestor. His 
name was Daniel Bennett and he came 
from England but I found this from 
Harriets’ census records, death certificate 
and obituary. 

Harriet Euphamie Bennett (pictured) was 
born on Christmas Day 1849 near Forreston, Illinois. She 
was raised by Daniel and Adeline Berry her uncle and 
aunt. The family story says that she was left with her uncle 
as a baby when her parents decided to go west and she 
was too young. Other variations are she was left around 
1865 or when she was 8 years old. 

I looked for any trace of Daniel Bennet and his wife Sarah 
Berry Bennett without luck. I did see another Bennett 
from England living nearby in the census, but no way to 
verify a relationship and Bennett is a very common name. 

Very recently I took a DNA test from AncestryDNA. 
Since then I have been attending The IGS DNA interest 
group and trying to learn more about DNA by buying a 
bundle of products from ShopFamilyTree including the 
book “The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and 
Genetic Genealogy” By Blaine T. Bettinger. 

Before I could read the book or watch the videos I was 
looking at DNA match results. It is as simple as clicking 
on a match and hoping they have posted a family tree then 
looking for common ancestors in their tree. One match 
that is a likely fourth cousin has a family tree with a 
Myrtle Bennett born in Silver Creek Township, 
Stephenson County, Illinois in the year 1859. Myrtle’s 
father is Christopher Bennett born in England. 

If the match and I are truly fourth cousins then 
Christopher would be my ancestor, but I am looking for 
Daniel Bennett not Christopher so he is probably a brother 
of my Daniel and we are fifth cousins. 

Continued on page 4 “DNA 
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Continued from page 3 “DNA” 

I start relooking at all the records. This Christopher 
Bennett and Daniel Berry are both living in Silver Creek 
in the 1860 census and they appear on several other 
records from Silver Creek township. 

I next find a county history entry for Christopher Bennett. 

Christopher Bennett, farmer, Sec. 29; P.O. Baileyville; 
born Jan. 28, 1819, in Cornwall, England; when a boy he 
commenced working in the copper mines and continued 
in this business till 1842, when he came to Galena, III.; 
there he engaged in mining; about 1845 ], he came to 
Stephenson Co., and entered his land, which he owns, 
now consisting of237V2 acres; in about 1850, he went to 
California; returned the following year, where he has 
lived since. Married Mary Emmons in 1852; she was born 
in Ohio; they had fourteen children, eleven living five 
sons and six daughters. 

Wow this Christopher Bennett did go west when Harriet 
was a baby. Maybe his brother Daniel was with him. I am 
still looking at other records. The 1850 Census record for 
Silver Creek is so faint it is unreadable. The obituary for 
Harriet and her Death Certificate both identify her father 
as Daniel Bennett. She had moved to Iowa and was living 
in Iowa in 1925 so I know that the 1925 Census has the 
parents’ names. 

I look at the Census and her father’s name is hard to read. 
In the past it has been transcribed as Oliva but all of a 
sudden it looks like Chris to me. If I only had a clearer 
image of the name. 

I contacted the State Archivist of the Iowa State 
Historical Society. She listened to my story and agreed to 
pull the original 1925 census for me. 

The original very clearly shows that the name of Harriet’s 
father was Chris Bennett. The C in Chris had a line it. 
Maybe the census taker began writing another letter and 
then overwrote that stroke with the C making it look like 
an O in the fuzzy microfilmed image. The census taker 
probably started writing Bennett first but caught himself 
and wrote Chris. He did the same on other names. 

Continued in next column “DNA” 


Continued from previous column “DNA” 

Harriet’s father is Christopher Bennett and not Daniel 
Bennett. Her uncle who raised her was Daniel and maybe 
that was the confusion that caused the name to be on her 
death certificate. I truly am 4 th cousins with the people 
who matched my DNA on AncestryDNA. Christopher 
Bennett was a miner and probably was a part of the gold 
rush to California. 

Now I have a whole new set of Ancestors from Cornwall 
England to explore as well as the history and culture of 
Cornwall. I love all the Cornwall shows on TV like 
Poldark and Doc Martin. I am sure I will love eating 
pasties and I plan to visit the Cornish Festival in Mineral 
Point, WI. I am looking forward to it. 

Kemow bys vykken! (Cornwall forever!) 

Thanks go to the Iowa State Historical Society Research 
Center for assistance in this search project. 

END 

Mark Your Calendars! 

SCGS Spring Conference, April 29’ 2017 

Ames Public Library 

Genealogy Basics: 

Fundamentals for Family Historians 

Alice Hoyt Veen, Certified Genealogist 
Full details coming soon on this all day 
conference. Alice Hoyt Veen will lead 
us through the basics of organization of 
your research materials, good and 
effective research skills and processes. 
Setting this foundation will ensure your 
tree branches hold the right ancestors! 

In the afternoon sessions, Alice will present on two of the 
basics and critically important research areas for 
American genealogy: Census and Courthouse records, 
where there are treasures to be found! 

Look for more information in the March issue of the Story 
County Genealogical Society newsletter. 
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Thank You 

January saw the SCGS welcome Teresa Larson from the 
Ames Historical Society present the AHS Shared Stories 
program. It’s very good to know that the AHS is 
attempting to get as many historical stories and facts as 
possible from people in this are that lived in those times. 

A big SCGS thank you to Professor Paul Lasley, 
Professor of Sociology, ISU for his program in Migration 
Patterns: Which Wav Did They Go? You displayed a 
good combination of humor and knowledge. 

And thank you to Dennis Allen for another informative 
presentation on RootsMagic. We always get a lot of 
information from your presentations. 


Continued from page 2 - “Facebook” 

Exploring all of them could take a lot of time. A more 
efficient method is to check the Facebook On Genealogy 
list Katherine R. Willson publishes and updates 
periodically. 

(https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on- 

facebook-list/). 

The list is categorized by topic and geographic location. 
Try searching the list for the county, state, or country 
where your ancestor lived. You may find a Facebook 
group or page devoted exclusively to that area with many 
resources listed. And the local people usually know 
“where the bodies” are buried, since they are 
knowledgeable about cemeteries and funeral homes. You 
could post a query in the appropriate group for assistance 
with your brick wall. 

Be sure to check the SCGS Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/storygenes You’ll find notices of 
upcoming meetings and programs, some shared 
genealogy content from bloggers, a bit of humor, and a 
link to the latest edition of SCGS News . 

Yes indeed, despite watching the occasional cute cat 
video, Grandma is making good progress in pursuit of her 
ancestors when she is using Facebook. 

END 


Editor’s Desk 

Well this issue of the newsletter has a lot of information 
for genealogists and historians. Once again I say thank 
you to everyone who has contributed and will contribute 
in the future. 

I used my Iowa Genealogical Society membership and 
went to IGS last week. I was surprised at the amount of 
information that they have so I will certainly go back. 
Now that I know what is available to look at, I have to get 
myself organized and make a list of what I want to find. I 
was also amazed at the size of the Iowa Historical Society 
building across the street. I’m told that the research 
portion of the building is relatively small compared to the 
huge display area, I am looking forward to going down 
there and spend a day at the museum and research facility 
also. 

This may not be new to many genealogists, but I 
discovered that the Belmond Public Library (Wright 
County) has an entire section for genealogy of Belmond 
and the nearby area. There’s another trip, especially since 
much of my family ended up in Wright County and some 
of us were bom in and around Belmond. I wonder how 
many other town libraries have this same type of facility. 

In other news, I have been looking for my family Bible 
for some time now. This quest led me to contact my 
cousin in Wyoming by using her Ancestry.com name that 
sends messages to her mailbox. Turns out that she has 
been doing genealogy for about 25 years - another trip 
maybe!!!!! 

I am still pushing people for articles for the newsletter. I 
know that everyone has at least 1 story (plus picture) that 
they could write about. It might be about that “rotten 
apple” on your family tree or a brick wall that you were 
able to overcome. Don’t tell yourself that you can’t write, 
because you can if you have the right subject matter © 

You will receive this newsletter in time to remind you not 
to forget February 14 th - VALENTINE DAY. Of course 
we know that this is 1 day a year when the card companies 
and flower companies flourish, but that’s OK. 
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Genealogy Plus! 

February 15, 2017, 10 am-noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Alice Hoyt Veen, Certified Genealogist, 
returns to Genealogy Plus! 

“Making Sense of the Shambles: 
Organizational Tools for Genealogy” 

As family historians, we tend to be “Keepers of 
Everything,” from treasured original family documents 
and photos to printed copies found online and at 
repositories, says Alice. Then we become overwhelmed 
and disorganized. This class will help you get organized 
and includes: 

• Software tools for organization 

• Computer filing techniques for documents, 
photographs, records 

• “Hard copy” options: folders, binders, etc. 

• Archival storage for original documents & 
photographs. 

Genealogy Plus! is co-sponsored by Story County 
Genealogy Society and the Ames Public Library. SCGS 
created this monthly education series to promote 
genealogical skill building for successful research. 

For more information and educational programs, contact 
us at storygenes@gmail.com 



Genealogy Research: 

Beginning Genealogy Series 

Class FuUJ_ 

We begin our second Beginning Genealogy Series in 
February and are pleased at the response...the class is 
now full and we do have a waiting list too. This class will 
be offered again either this summer or in the fall. 

The Beginning Genealogy Series is designed to teach the 
fundamental principles and processes of scholarly 
genealogical research. This class was developed in 
response to many attending Genealogy Plus asking for 
more information about organizing their research 
findings, citing sources, effective and focused research 
plans, and research techniques and resources. 

We are proud of the graduates from our first Beginning 
Genealogy Series class last fall, who developed into 
effective researchers creating strong branches on their 
family trees. We know the students of the class coming up 
will do so as well. 

Bonnie Samuel, coordinator 


Ames Public Library, Danfoss Room 

10 am - Noon 

Co-sponsored by SCGS and APL 

Golden Rules of Genealogy 

From www.GotGenealogy.com 

Rule #1 - “Speling Dusn’t Cownt” - Back in the day 
folks couldn’t spell and many could barely write, so how 
a name sounds is more important than how it’s spelled. 
Use wild card or Soundex searches to help find variant 
spellings of names. 

Rule #8 - Just Because It’s Online Doesn’t Mean It’s 
True - The Internet is a wonderful thing but it’s filled 
with oodles of bad information. Don’t make the mistake 
of believing anything you find online at face value. Verify 
against other sources, even if you paid for the information 
you found online. Consult the original source whenever 
possible. 

More Rules Next Month 
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“ The Truth About Ancestry’s Hints ” 


Ancestry.com is a great 
website for those of us who 
are searching for our 
ancestors. But Ancestry is 
like any other search engine 
or search mechanism that 
you are using on the Internet 
- you get good results if you know the right way to search. 

Amy Johnson Crow has recently published a very fine 
article on her website (www.amyj ohnsoncrow.com) . The 
article is entitled “ The Truth About Ancestry’s Hints ”. 

You can find the article by going to her website and the 
article is on the home page. 

In this article she will reveal that Ancestry, while very 
good, has some limitations to many of their searches. The 
article says that Ancestry may possibly have more hints 
than it will show you. The article also reveals some 
procedures that you can use to get around some of these 
limitations and get more information from the hints that 
show up for you in Ancestry. 

The article also mentions that, as most genealogists are 
aware, even if we find a hint that has been derived from 
an original document, we still want to see the original 
document just to be 100% certain. 

Remember that “Ancestry’s hints can be useful”, but they 
may only be the beginning of more research. There are 
tricks that you need to know to be successful and dig up 
your family. 

Thank you to a loyal SCGS member for submitting this 
information to be used for other genealogists’ research 
and discovery. 


pay~dirt is 
discovering the 
ancestor who was 
the family 
packrat 


Story County Genealogy Society 

February 13, 2017, 6:30 pm 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 

February Program 

Finding Your Ancestors on Family Search 

Familysearch.org is one of the top two genealogy 
research databases and holds millions of records, 
worldwide, about our ancestors. This free site provides 
not only ancestor records, but data and information about 
historical events and the places your ancestors lived and 
much more. But what is the best way to access all Family 
Search has to offer. 

Annette Anderegg, long time family researcher and the 
Director of the Ames Family History Center, will present 
on how to successfully search and find information on 
this terrific site. 


RootsMagic User Group Set 

Story County Genealogical Society and Ames Public 
Library has been holding RootsMagic how-to classes 
over the last few months and have not established a 
regular “user group” for those using RootsMagic 
genealogy software. Dennis Allen, who has used this 
program for many years and developed expertise, will be 
leading this monthly user group at the library. 

This group is open and anyone using RootsMagic for their 
genealogy is welcome. Dennis will be giving 
presentations on various aspects of the program, as well 
as helping individuals with their specific questions. 

The RootsMagic User Group will meet: 
February 23, March 20 th , and April 27, 

10 am - noon at the Ames Public Library. 

Please bring your own laptops if possible, loaded with 
either the RootsMagic full version or RootsMagic 
Essentials. We will have library computers available if 
needed, but advise bringing a flash drive to download any 
research you do during the session. 
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President’s Message 


This month has been packed with lots 
of learning possibilities. 

First started off with the second Basics 
Genealogy Class. Bonnie Samuel is 
leading another class thru the basics on how to get started 
recording your genealogy. Always a good review for 
anyone. 



Next Programs 

Story County Genealogical Society, 

2 nd Monday of each month at Ames Public Library 
March 13,2017, 6:30 PM, “Hobos, Gandy Dancers, 
and Train Crews in Iowa” - article on page 5 

Genealogy Plus 
3 rd Wednesday of each month 
See article on page 4 
March 15,2017 - Ames Public Library 


Alice Hoyt Veen gave us so many tips on Organization 
Tools for Genealogy. I am the keeper of everything for my 
side of the family and my husband’s side of the family so 
have to be even more organized and diligent in sourcing 
what I have and where. But I wouldn’t trade that for 
anything, I really like being the keeper of family treasurers 
and learning family history from other members of my 
family. 

Annette Anderegg led us thru Family Search. There is so 
much on that site than I wasn’t even aware of, and it is free. 
I have found a couple things already by using her tips. 

Dennis Allen led us thru so many more tips and possibilities 
with Roots Magic, it was mind boggling. I had to step back 
and I came to the conclusion that there is so much 
information out there. I need to listen, take my notes but 
then it is so good to know we have so many experts in our 
own Society or not too far away to contact that can and are 
willing to share with us their knowledge and answer our 
questions. 

Tierney 


RootsMagic User Group 

March 20,2017 
10 am - noon 
Ames Public Library 

Spring Conference 
Saturday April 29 - 10 am - 4 pm 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 
See article on Page 4 

Register Early for this Special Genealogical Event 
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Story County Genealogical Society Minutes 

February 13,2017 Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. in the Ames 
Public Library auditorium by President Nancy Long. 
Thirty-seven members and guests were present. 

The January 9, 2017 minutes were approved as printed in 
the February 2017 newsletter. This motion was made by 
Merlene Whisenand and seconded by Bonnie Samuel. The 
treasurer’s report was given by Mary Ausbom. A motion to 
approve was passed. This report will be filed for auditing. 

Mary Lohr, Librarian, reported she has ordered the yearly 
book order that is purchased jointly by our group and the 
Ames Public Library. 

Genealogy Plus report by Bonnie Samuels: next meeting is 
February 15 with a talk by Alice Hoyt Veen telling us about 
Organization Tools for Genealogy. 

Old Business: The audit has been completed and Dick 
Cooper and Trisha Sawyer reported everything was in 
order. 

New Business: Bonnie Samuel reported that the second 
Basics Class met on February 9th and is off to a good start. 
She then reported that the next Roots Magic user group 
meeting will be February 23. She reported that our first 
Spring conference will be April 29 at the Ames Public 
Library. Registration will be done on line and there will be 
a fee for a catered lunch. Details to be worked out still. 

Mary Lohr reported that our website now has PayPal and 
dues can be paid on-line. She also reported that the current 
website (Google Sites) will be going to a different business 
model and will now be charging a fee. Several options were 
checked out and EasyNetSites seemed to be the best to meet 
our needs. It will meet our needs as a genealogy society 
because it was designed for that purpose. There is excellent 
training and support. The start-up cost will be $250 plus an 
annual fee of $195. (We have had several people volunteer 
to fund some of the start-up costs). We will vote on a new 
website next month. 


MINUTES continued on page 5 


A Genealogist With Many Interests and Talents 

by Mary J. Lohr 

Meet Merlene Whisenand—conversationalist, lover of 
stories, author, poet, technology learner, and long-time 
SCGS member. 

Merlene attributes her interest in genealogy partly to her 
own mother who kept scrapbooks of births, weddings, 
announcements, and obituaries; and, to her mother-in-law 
who once accompanied Merlene and her husband Paul on 
a visit to a cemetery in rural Missouri. Paul’s mother 
recognized so many names on the stones and began to 
recount who was married to whom, how people were 
related, and all the facts a genealogy researcher would love. 
Merlene had along a notebook and began to write 
(furiously!) to record all the information. 

When Merlene took a genealogy class from SCGS member 
Donelle Meyer in 1982, she also met SCGS member 
Martha Deyoe. But it wasn’t until retirement ten years later 
that she began her genealogy research in full pursuit. She 
walked into the local Family History Center and who 
should be there, but Martha! It was in 1992 she joined 
SCGS and has been a loyal member and generous volunteer 
since. If there is a need for a motion to be made at a 
meeting, you can almost guarantee Merlene will speak up! 
In her many years as a member she has served as president, 
secretary and newsletter editor, and vice-president. (But 
never treasurer,” she says with a laugh). She also compiled 
a 25 year history of SCGS, researched many genealogy 
requests to help other persons, and helped index numerous 
census records. For a number of years she was part of a 
core group of SCGS members who volunteered at the Iowa 
Genealogical Society 

Paul and Merlene have taken many trips to cemeteries 
through the years. In some cases they have repaired stones, 
placed flowers, and always taken photos. She has earned a 
reputation among her relatives for her “big collection of 
gravestone photos.” 

Like many genealogists, Merlene has interesting tales: she 
and Paul were returning from an extensive trip to the East 
Coast and stopped at a cemetery in Indiana. When Paul 
asked her what type of stone they were trying to find, 
Merlene pointed to one and said, “It looks a lot like that 
one.” They had parked right by the very monument they 
were seeking! 

GENEALOGIST continued on page 7 
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Newspaper article in Des Moines Register 


My Bucket List 

by Merlene Whisenand 

Like a lot of genealogists, I assume, I have always had a 
list of things I wanted to accomplish "in my lifetime". I 
used to say "Before I die", but now that I am getting really 
old, my niece says she wishes I would not use that phrase! 
And nowadays people use the term Bucket List, so I have 
finally accomplished a couple of things on my bucket list. 
First : Almost 20 years ago, I had finally located the burial 
place of my great grandmother in Mercer County, Illinois. 
She was buried in the paupers’ field of the cemetery in 
New Boston, ILL. Ever since locating the site, I had tried 
to figure out how to put a marker there. I had assumed I 
had to jump thru a lot of hoops to do so until Dennis Allen 
assured me it need not be so complicated. He even 
provided me with a small marker. I then had the engraving 
place make me a plaque with the pertinent information on 
it, my husband attached the plaque to the marker, the 
cemetery sexton and the local genealogical society 

assisted in finding the exact 
location and in October, 
2016, my husband and I took 
a little road trip and placed 
the marker! After 138 years, 
my great grandmother can 
now be found! 

Second : My mother received a cedar chest when she 
graduated from high school in 1912. She filled it with 
memorabilia from her mother and grandmother, her 
brothers and finally our family. As long as mother was 
alive the cedar chest was a part of one of the very small 
upstairs bedrooms and was used as a bench and "catch all" 
for everything - clothes, books, boxes, etc. But when the 
time came to sell the home place, the cedar chest was 
passed around to those of us who had room for it in our 
homes. It had long been assumed that "someday" we 
would donate the cedar chest and its contents to the 
Poweshiek County genealogical society in Montezuma, 
Iowa, the county where both of my parents were born and 
raised. Last Spring it became apparent that the time had 
come to get it ready to donate, so I spent most of the 
summer cataloging, photographing and scanning all the 
contents and finally in December, 2016, we delivered it to 
the society in Montezuma. They were pleased to receive 
it, and I can now rest easy that it will be taken care of for 
the next 100 years. 


Recently the Des Moines Register contained an article 
entitled “Saving 12 million pages of Iowa newspaper 
history is hard. Seeing it all online may be harder.” 

The article revealing that the “State Historical Society of 
Iowa unveiled a partnership with a Cedar Rapids company 
to digitize more than 12 million pages of newspapers 
dating back to the 1830s, before statehood.” 

This news has received mixed reviews, but if you refer to 
newspapers for much of your genealogy and history, like 
many of us do, this news may be a good thing. You can 
read more about this partnership at the website: 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/colu 
mnists/kyle-munson/2017/02/17/saving-12-million- 
pages-iowa-newspaper-history-hard-seeing-all-online- 
may-harder/97978942/ or by contacting the author of the 
article - see information below: 

Kyle Munson can be reached at 515-284-8124 
or kmunson@ dmreg.com. See more of his columns and 
video at DesMoinesRegister.com/KyleMunson. Connect 
with him on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
( @KyleMunson) and on Snapchat (@kylemunsoniowa). 

Don’t forget that March is loaded with holidays and other 
reasons remember history. I know of 6 birthdays in March 
- 2 nieces, 2 friends, son and his wife. Also, don’t forget 
St. Patrick’s day on March 17 th or the Ides of March on the 
15 th (this is when Julius Caesar was killed). 

This is the cedar chest that mentioned in the article in the 
previous column. Looks like a genealogist’s dream. 
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Genealogy Plus! 

15 March 2017, 10 am 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 

History of Education in America 
Carol Alexander Phillips, PhD 

Learn about the birth and development of the American 
public education system. Who went to school, what was the 
norm for grade level completion in different time periods, 
what did they study, and what records may exist that might 
be helpful to your genealogy? Education is a crucial element 
in the development and future of any country-how did our 
system impact your ancestors? 

Our speaker, Dr. Carol A. Phillips, graduated from 
University of Iowa with a PhD early childhood, reading and 
curriculum. She received her Master of Science degree at 
Drake University and has taught at Simpson College, 
Morningside College. Dr. Phillips served as the 
Reading/Early Childhood Consultant to the Iowa 
Department of Education for six years and served as the 
Administrator for the Child Development Laboratory 
School at ISU. 

And don't forget! 

More genealogy educational programs. 

Contact us at storygenes@gmail.com 

“Bonnie Samuel 


DUES DUES DUES DUES 

SCGS members can now pay their dues by credit card! The 
Society has established a PayPal account and other credit 
card accounts to accept payments by credit card and online 
at http:// www.storygenes.com/Home/membership. If you 
want to pay at a meeting, your card can be swiped on a card 
reader. Of course, you can still pay by check or cash, also. 

According to our SCGS bylaws, everyone is to have their 
dues paid by March 1, but our President will give you until 
the March 13 th meeting or before to pay your dues. 

Thank you Nancy 
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Spring Conference 

April 29 th , 2017 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Ames Public Library 

Speaker - Alice Hoyt Veen 

Subjects to be covered: 

• Getting Started: Genealogy tools 
and process and basics 

• Research Plans & Logs: Where 
are you going & where have you been 

• Federal Census Records: 

Pathway to the Past 

• Courthouse Research: A Treasure Trove for Family 
Historians 

Registration will be available on the SCGS 
website ( www.Storygenes.com) by March 7th. 

Sign up by April 24th. The only cost will 

be an optional $15 lunch. 

< ► 

RootsMagic User Group 

March 20th, 10 am - noon, Ames Library 

Dennis Allen will be teaching and helping participants 
PEO Room, second floor 

< > 


Story County Genealogical Society 

2017 Officers 

Nancy Long, President 
Bonnie Samuel, Vice-president 
Katie Pattee, Secretary 
Mary Ausborn, Treasurer 
Mary Lohr, Librarian 
Gwenna Jacobson, Publicity 
Paul Martsching, Historian 
Dick Cooper, Newsletter Editor 
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MINUTES continued from page 2 

Nancy Long reported that instead of printing new brochures 
about SCGS to be placed in the county we may try printing 
counter cards instead. 

Nancy Long reported that she met with the Franklin 
Township trustees and inquired into the possibility of SCGS 
volunteering their time and talents in the cleaning of 
tombstones in Story County Pioneer Cemeteries. Franklin 
Township trustees reported that they are starting with the 
Bloomington Cemetery (near the USD A and National Vet 
Lab) this spring before crop planting because the Cemetery 
won’t be accessible after that. It will take more than 
cleaning the stones as most of them need to be repaired and 
there is much clean-up of trees and brush to be done. Nancy 
will keep us informed. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Trisha Sawyer, Secretary pro-tem 


Editor’s Desk 

WOW!!!!!! I’ m so impressed at the amount of 
information that is coming in from the SCGS members 
and other sources. I mentioned at the election of officers 
that I had written newsletters before and I had to write 
most of the information from my experience and/or 
knowledge. Well, I just started serious genealogy less 
than 1 year ago and most everyone else has more 
knowledge and experience in it than I do, and it certainly 
has helped me. I am learning about various techniques 
from the other members and also from the variety of 
speakers at meetings, Genealogy Plus, RootsMagic User 
Group, etc. I can’t wait to get more organized so I can 
start searching for more of my ancestors. In one of my 
past articles I stated that members could contribute more 
than they thought when it comes to articles, and this 
newsletter proves it once again. Everyone has a story. 


Story County Genealogy Society 

13 March 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

“Hobos, Gandy Dancers, and Train Crews in Iowa” 

Bob Bourne, Railroad Historian 


In last month’s colu mn I mentioned that I contacted 1 of 
my cousins in Wyoming. Well, in talking to my sister, I 
have another cousin in Ogallala, Nebraska. So there’s 
another week of travel to Nebraska, Colorado (see 
friends), Wyoming and then to North Dakota where my 
wife grew up. Gotta keep the wife happy 


Bob Bourne has been studying railroad history since his 
days in grade school. While much of railroad history is 
focused on the physical construction and operation of 
railroads, Bob has studied the people involved in the 
creation and operation of railroads. He is actively involved 
with the Ames Historical Society and James A Andrew 
Museum and History Center at the Boone and Scenic Valley 
Railroad in Boone. 


I’m really anxious to hear the speaker on March 13 th talk 
about railroad history. Maybe some time we can get 
someone to talk about the Civil War and how it affected 
Iowa, especially in the area of SE Iowa, Eastern Illinois 
and NE Missouri, all along the Mississippi River. I had 
some family from that area and many are buried in Lee 
County, Iowa. 


Bob will give us an overview of railroad development in 
Iowa with an emphasis on development in central Iowa. 
Bob will also discuss the life of railroad employees during 
the first decades of railroad development in Iowa and the 
different skill and intellectual levels required for various 
occupations. 

The railroads helped towns grow, aided migration and 
employed many, including specific ethnic groups recruited 
for specific tasks in different regions of the country. Learn 
how the railroads impacted your ancestors’ lives in Iowa 
and where you can learn more about railroads. 


Below you will see a picture of my great grandfather 
(with the mustache) and his 7 children (he had 11 with 
his first wife, who died in 1891) and the children were 

born from 
1870 to 
1886. 


"Dock 
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Story of an attempt to purchase land in 
Kansas, as told by George W. Hauser (1853- 

1938) 

From his journal, written in 1938 and 1939 

On September first of 1878, A. J. Morgan and I left home 
and started for northwest Kansas in a covered wagon. At 
that time, there was quite an emigration to that country. On 
Sept. 18th we were camped just east of new Nevada in Story 
County. Put the cover on the wagon as we had a heavy rain 
that night. During the day we passed a family moving to 
Nebraska. Their outfit consisted of a very heavily loaded 
wagon. They also had a single rig and riding horses. 

A few minutes after we stopped, they drove up in the rain 
and carelessly drove off a slight grade and upset their heavy 
wagon with the old grandmother and three children. We 
heard a racket that sounded to us like chickens squawking. 
They had a coop of chickens fastened on behind and they 
had dropped off. Of course we jumped out of our wagon in 
the heavy rain and such a mess I have never seen. The folks 
were mostly covered up with a conglomeration of 
household goods and house plants. With the help of the man 
and his wife we pulled the wagon back on the road and by 
that time we were pretty well soaked. 

The next morning the wind was blowing a gale from the 
northwest and of course that brought frost. That was the 
only bad whether we had on the 42 day trip, except one light 
snow. We drove to Council Bluffs over about 100 miles of 
hilly country and had to put some half soles on our wagon 
brakes. They had no wagon bridge across the Missouri 
River at that time, so we drove in what they called a dummy 
train. It consisted of a long train of cars with no ends on 
them. We drove in one end and out the other end and we 
were in Nebraska. 

Drove down the river to a place called Plattsmouth where 
we ferried across the Platt River. From there we headed for 
Lincoln, Nebraska. There we saw our first artesian well 
which spouted mineral water right in the center of town. 
From Lincoln we drove 20 miles south and headed down 
the Little Blue River where we struck off southwest for 
Riverton near the line between Nebraska and Kansas. 

Continued in next column 


One afternoon, we left a small town and went across a 
small creek with a fringe of trees that obscured the view. 
When we got on the other side there was no sign of 
anything but prairie. That was some of the nicest laying 
land I ever saw. The next afternoon a few miles from 
the Little Blue River we crossed the stream with about 
an acre of gravel on one side of it and found some fine 
pieces of agate. Our dog scared up a jackrabbit, the first 
one I had ever seen. 

We stopped in the north tier of Kansas counties and 
picked out some land in Decatur Co. several miles out of 
sight of any habitation. The Buffalo had been numerous 
for years before. We estimated there was about one 
carcass for each 10 acres. 

We staked out our claims with Buffalo heads. We stayed 
there one week and slept in a large dugout. We got 
acquainted with some of the most lively and robust fleas 
we had ever met and they stayed with us for some time. 

There was a large grove nearby and the man we stayed 
with took us down to see it and showed us where the 
Indians had a burial ground. The poles were there that 
they had laid them on and there were quantities of beads 
as proof of it. We also saw several small herds of 
antelope and many prairie dog towns. 

On our return we met hundreds of people going west. 
One day we met a man and wife sitting in a spring seat 
on a new wagon. They had a span of oxen hitched to the 
wagon and in the lead they had two milk cows yoked, 
same as steers as it was easier to drive them than to lead 
them. 

Instead of going to the land office to make our claim, on 
account of rain, we went to a lawyer and took out papers 
and in a few weeks, we received a letter from the lawyer 
stating that someone had gotten the land ahead of us. He 
sent back all of our money except the deposit, $1.50. 
And that was good luck for us, as that country was too 
dry for corn and oats. But when people got wise to what 
would be better for that soil, i.e. cane and kaffer corn, it 
proved to be not so bad as farming country. I kept 
farming in Marshall Co., Ia. 

Contributed by great granddaughter, Nancy Larsen who 
lives in Ames, Ia. 
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GENEALOGIST continued from page 2 

Recounting this trip, she said she almost had “genealogy 
burnout” since she and Paul had done so much searching 
and driving on the trip. It was “overload” for a short time. 

In Old Meldrum, Scotland in the late 1990s, she was in a 

library and handed the record of the 
Meldrum estate, dating back to the 
1200s. (Meldrum is Merlene’s 
maiden name.) But almost more 
astonishingly, she was asked by the 
library staff if she was “here to pick 
up your papers.” The staff told her 
someone had come by the day before asking for the 
Meldrum papers but they did not have the name of the 
person. Merlene replied she had not requested them but 
she would certainly like a copy of them. The staff kindly 
provided that service ... and to this day Merlene still does 
not know the identity of the person who made the original 
request. (She left her name and contact information, so if 
that person is reading this, please let SCGS know and 
we’ll pass this along to Merlene!) 

They visited a Meldrum Castle and she has had the 
privilege of spending a couple nights there where they 
were considered special guests (but still had to pay!) 
because they carried the name. A daughter and Merlene 
were given "free run" of the place one day and explored 
everything from the attic to the basement! “It's amazing 
the things that were stored in both places!” she 
commented. 

Merlene is a DAR member (her “patriot” is Waitstill Yale.) 
And Yale University is named after one of her ancestors, 
Elihu Yale who was a relative of Waitstill. 

But don’t think Merlene’s interests are limited to 
genealogy. She has authored numerous books, including 
Growing up in Malcom, Iowa in the 1930’s, 40’s, and 50’s 

and Kelley—My Kind of Town . In addition, she enjoys 
cross stitch, crocheting, and quilting. 

And if it has to do with technology, Merlene is absolutely 
willing to give it a try to use in her genealogy research. 

For quite some time she had a small hand-held computer 
she affectionately called her “Gizmo.” And her Kindle is 
never far from her reach. 

Continued in next column 


Continued from previous column 

Her advice to fellow researchers: “Keep working!” She 
exemplifies that motto daily. 

A book Merlene has used in her family is Yales and 
Wales . Perhaps that is indicative of another interest she 
has: writing poetry. Here is one she wrote in tribute to 
Paul’s mother: 

My Mother-In-Law 

For 42 years she’s been my friend 
We visit and laugh for hours on end 
My love for her just grows and grows 
When I have questions: the answers, she knows. 

She makes really great noodles 

With chicken or beef, just oodles and oodles, 

She’s bakes us pies, especially chocolate & raisin 
And her cooking is always worth praisin’, 

She’s cleaned our house and baby-sat, 

She’s gone fishing with me with her big straw hat. 

She’s my “2nd” mother, a real special one, 

For she gave me a treasure: her baby son! 
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President’s Message 


While members and guests were 
learning about railroads in Ames, 
Iowa and early schools in Iowa I was 
in a different part of the country. I 
was trying turtle soup, frog legs, 
alligator sausage, crawfish, gumbo, 
fried okra, grits and beignets. Found out I would have 
fit right in at Oak Alley Plantation because Creole men 
were about 5’ to 5’2” and the women were 5’ and under. 
All the furniture and door knobs were my height. 

Visited Lafayette #1 Cemetery and found a Philip Long 
crypt with his wife and looks like his daughter, son-in- 
law and a couple grandchildren buried there also. Philip 
came from Germany so there is much research to be 
done to see if there is a connection. Also got more 
excited about the cemetery in the swamp on the Swamp 
Tour than seeing the alligators and turtles out sunning 
themselves. 

New Orleans (NOLA) is a very big and busy city The 
French Quarter was very interesting and always lots of 
activity. They must have parades weekly as there are 
permanent signs up stating it was a parade route. The 
beads were still in the trees, fences and balconies from 
Mardi Gras. Hard to get around with the very narrow 
side streets and many one way streets. There are no left 
turns, you go to a certain section of the street and do a 
U-turn. We thought it might be because of the trollies. 

It was very interesting to be staying in a shotgun duplex 
and reading that the Irish were the first to settle and 
build these types of houses. Lots of history. I do not like 
bridges so it was not real comfortable traveling the miles 
of roads built over the water. We had a good time but 
veiy good to be home. Now to do some German 

research. Ttattcy 


Next Programs 

Story County Genealogical Society, 

2 nd Monday of each month at Ames Public 
Library 

See article on page 5 

April 10, 2017, 6:30 PM, “Basic Computer 
Security” 

Mr. Sam Wormlev 

Genealogy Plus 
3 rd Wednesday of each month 
Ames Public Library 
The Secrets of Ancestrv.com 

See article on page 5 
April 19, 2017 — 10 am - Noon 

Genealogy Basics: 

Fundamentals for Family Historians 

Saturday April 29 - 10 am - 4 pm 
Ames Public Library — Auditorium 
See Articles on Page 3 and 4 

Conference is FREE, Optional Lunch is Extra 

Some of The Items Inside This Issue 


SCGS meeting minutes-Page 2 

Genealogy Fundamentals Seminar —Page 3 
Genealogy Fundamentals Seminar —Page 4 

Genealogy Plus event-Page 5 

Upcoming Events-Page 5 

New Genealogy Books in Library-Page 6 

Searching Ancestry.com-Page 6 

Source, Citation, Proof-Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Minutes March 13. 2017 Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 7:50 p.m. in the 
Ames Public Library auditorium by Vice-President 
Bonnie Samuel. Sixty-eight members and guests 
were present at the beginning of the program, 
which preceded the meeting. 

The February 13, 2017 minutes were approved as 
printed in the March 2017 newsletter. Pete 
Peterson made this motion, it was seconded and 
approved. The Treasurer’s report was given by 
Mary Ausborn, and filed for auditing. 

Mary Lohr, Librarian, reported this year’s book 
order had arrived and was on display for our 
meeting. The emphasis this year is more on 
beginning research and DNA options instead of 
specific areas of research. 

Genealogy Plus report by Bonnie Samuel: next 
meeting is March 15 with a talk by Carol Alexander 
Phillips on the History of Education in America. 
Paul Martsching, Historian, noted that the first 
meeting of the Story County Genealogical Society 
was held on April 21,1968. Thus this group will be 
fifty years old next year, and we may want to plan a 
celebration or special meeting. 

Old Business: There was none. 

New Business: Bonnie Samuel reported the next 
SCGS meeting in April will have a program on 
Internet Security. Our first-ever Spring Conference 
is scheduled for April 29, 2017 all day at the Ames 
Public Library, with the featured speaker Alice Hoyt 
Veen. The only cost will be a $15 lunch and pre¬ 
registration is required. She asked for volunteers to 
bring cookies/bars for a snack break. 

A traveling exhibit about Germans in the Global 
Midwest will be in the Library from March 15 until 
April 3. There will be a speaker about German 
Research in conjunction with this exhibit on March 
27 th . 

MINUTES (continued at bottom of next column) 


Thank You 

The Ames Public Library recently purchased a 
quantity of genealogy materials in a joint 
arrangement with SCGS. On behalf of our Society, we 
would like to express our thanks to the Library for 
these acquisitions. The genealogy collection has 
grown through the years. 

SCGS is also grateful for the support the Library has 
given us in programming and facilities. They have 
provided the venue for classes, meetings, and 
Genealogy Plus for several years. But more 
important than materials and meeting rooms has 
been their assistance with publicity, planning, and 
personnel. Mary Logsdon and Mike Quinn have 
gone way beyond the extra mile to lend their expertise 
and help. 

We truly appreciate their work and all the help from 
the Ames Public Library staff! They serve their 
patrons and the genealogy community very well. 

“TfCaief SCGS Librarian 

Thank You 

Another big THANK YOU goes out to Dennis Allen. 
Dennis is the RootsMagic guru who shares of his 
knowledge and expertise on this program. I think that I 
speak for everyone when I say that no matter how many 
times you hear him, you always learn something new. 

Dennis’ assistance goes beyond RootsMagic. He has 
assisted SCGS and its members on various other subjects 
as well, particularly information concerning cemeteries, 
and you know how genealogists love cemeteries. 

MINUTES (continued from previous column) 

Mary Lohr reported on a possible move to 
EasyNetSites.com for our internet site. There will be 
a $200 set-up cost plus a yearly fee of $195. 
Following discussion, Merlene Whisenand moved 
that we buy this option, it was seconded and passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

'Katie Pattee, Secretary 
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"Genealogy Basics: Fundamentals for Family Historians" 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 

Ames Public Library, 515 Douglas Ave., Ames, Iowa 

This full day session is free but preregistration is required. Catered box lunch is available 
for purchase ($15) ONLY at the time of registration. No lunches will be sold the day of the 
conference. However, you may preregister (free) and bring your own lunch. 

To register, please print this form and mail to: Story County Genealogical Society, PO Box 
692, Ames, Iowa 50010. If requesting a lunch, indicate your menu choice and enclose a 
check made payable for $15 to Story County Genealogical Society. 

You may also use PayPal to purchase your lunch. (PayPal accepts bank/debit cards, 
MasterCard, Visa, Discover and American Express credit cards.) 



Presenter: Alice Hoyt Veen, CG 


Conference Sessions 

Come, enjoy the day, and enhance your genealogy skills! 
Session 1 _ 10 AM -11 AM Introduction to Genealogy 


Every family has a story to tell. Learn the basics to begin your family history project: glean clues from 
home and family, organize information using charts and software, and document your 
discoveries. Hands-on activities include charting your family, identifying "what's missing," and 
constructing a starting-point research plan to answer your questions. Learn to choose the best quality 

sources for reliable, accurate results. 


Session 2 _ 11:15-12:15 PM Research Plans & Logs: Where are you going? 

Where have you been? 

Just as it's necessary to map the route for a road trip, your genealogical journey will be more satisfying 
and successful if you set out with a solid research plan and record progress as you go along. Discussion 
includes why research plans and logs are a necessary part of every project, formats and templates to 
organize your search, and how to use a research log to document your sources. Hands-on activities will 
work through the research process to answer a typical genealogical question. 

Lunch_12:15-1:00 PM 


Catered box lunch available for purchase only with preregistration. No lunches sold the day 
of the conference, however you may opt to bring your own lunch. 


GENEALOGY BASICS (continued on next page) 
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GENEALOGY BASICS (continued from previous page) 

Session ‘A 1:00-2:00 PM Federal Census Records: Pathway to the Past 

The federal census is one of the first sources genealogists consult in their family history research. We'll 
explore basic census terminology, the benefits and limitations of census research, and resources for 
accessing the records. Learn how to locate your family, what you might find, and how to evaluate and use 
the findings. Although primary focus is the population schedule, special schedules such as agricultural, 
industrial, mortality and statistical are introduced. Hands-on activities will compare and contrast census 
findings for a case-study and use results to construct a follow-up research plan. 

Session 4. 2:15-3:30 PM Courthouse Research: A Treasure Trove for Family Historians 

The courthouse is a treasure trove of information for family historians. Discover the types of records 
available at a county-level: vital records, property, court records, and more. Discussion includes 
strategies for courthouse research and the differences in out-of-state jurisdictions. Learn how to plan a 
courthouse visit and resources for accessing the records online or on microfilm. Hands-on activities will 
work through the process of identifying and accessing county-level records for a typical family. 

Registration for SCGS April 2Q Conference 

Name_ 

Address_ 

Email_ 

Phone_ 

Please circle lunch choice: Turkey & Avocado Cafe Club Veggie & Hummus 

Cost $15_ 

Questions or special dietary need? Call 515-231-6980 
Print this page or go to http://www.storygenes.com/registration-for-scgs-april-29 

(Purchase of boxed lunch is optional but no boxed lunches will be sold the date of the conference.) 

Payment for lunch must accompany registration. 

No refunds after April 25, 2017 

Please call 515-231-6980 if you have special dietary needs 
Send form and payment (if requesting a lunch) to: 

SCGS 

P.O. Box 692 
Ames, Iowa 50010 
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Genealogy Plus! 


Upcoming Events 


Wednesday, 19 April 2017 
10 am - noon 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 


The Secrets of Ancestry.com 



Ancestry.com is an enormous, ever 
expanding, resource for 
genealogists at all skill levels. 
There are many features in 
Ancestry that will expand the 
possibilities of your research. 


April SCGS Meeting 

April 10 - 6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 

“Basic Computer Security” 

Genealogists are spending more time online for their 
research, but how do we ensure that our computers 
are safe? How do we stay ahead of the “bad guys” who 
want to infect our computers and mobile devices and 
do us harm? The first line of defense is knowledge 
and human behavior. These will be addressed by Sam 
Wormley, expert in computer security. 


Richard Wolfe is our guest speaker in April, and 
will guide us through the strengths, some 
weaknesses, and delve into Ancestry's hidden 
features, how to use them and more. Also 
included will be ways to use Ancentry.com products 
as educational tools for further research and record 
keeping. 

Richard Wolfe has been researching genealogy for 
over 10 years. Starting with a few family records 
and lore and then attempting to verify those 
records with website information, he has 
experienced the need for many avenues of research 
always using electronic research as a guide. 

Richard, a retired teacher, currently lives in 
Ankeny, Iowa with his wife Peggy. They have four 
grown children with one grandson. A native of 
Chicago, Richard has done research in Illinois, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kentucky and 
Missouri. Research for his wife Peggy has 
expanded his research interests to Nebraska, 
Pennsylvania and Russia. He is a member of the 
Indiana Genealogical Society, Missouri State 
Genealogical Association, Arkansas Genealogical 
Society, American Historical Society of Germans 
From Russia, and the Iowa Genealogical Society, 
where he is host of the Ancestry.com Special 
Interest Group. 


Members and guests please plan to stay for the 
regular monthly meeting of Story County 
Genealogical Society also. 

RootsMagic User Group 

with Dennis Allen 
Thursday, 27 April 2017 
10am - Noon - Ames Public Library 

This monthly workshop is open to RootsMagic 
software users of all skill levels. Come with your 
questions and expand your working knowledge of 
this powerful program. 

Please bring your own computer if possible. If you do 
need a library computer for this workshop, reserve 

one at bonnie@bonniesamuel.com 

Another Thank You 

“Hobos, Gandy Dancers, and Train Crews in 
Iowa” was the title of the presentation given by Mr. 
Bob Bourne, who is a Railroad Historian who is 
actively involved with the Ames Historical Society 
and the James A Andrew Museum and History 
Center at the Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad in 
Boone. He told how railroads affected the growth in 
Iowa in the 1800s and 1900s. 


Satutie Samuel 


This was just 1 of the many free and interesting 
presentations supported by SCGS. 
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New Genealogy Books at the 

Ames Public Library 

The following titles have been added to the Ames 
Public Library. Items marked with * may be 
checked out. The other books are in the genealogy 
reference collection along the west wall on the 
second floor. 

*The Basic Genealogy Checklist: 101 Tips & Tactics 

*Beginner’s Guide to Online Genealogy 

Digging for Ancestors: an In-depth Guide to Land 
Records 

Family Maps of Story County, Iowa 

Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic 
Genealogy 

Genetic Genealogy Basics (Genealogy at a Glance) 

Genetic Genealogy In Practice 

German Census Records, 1816-1916 

A Guide to Chicago and Midwestern Polish- 
American Genealogy 

*Jump Start Your Genealogy Research 

Learn to Use Court Records: a Research Guide 

A Medical Miscellany for Genealogists 

The Ultimate Search Book: U.S. Adoption, 
Genealogy & Other Search Secrets 

Unofficial Ancestry.com Workbook: A How-to 
Manual 

* Where Do I Start?: Hints and Tips for Beginning 
Genealogists with Online Resources 


SCGS Librarian 


Searching Ancestrv.com Databases 

for Free 

by Mary Lohr 

Did you know most of the major 
commercial genealogy databases offer 
a free subscription to some of their 
collections? For example, 
Ancestry.com has a “guest” account 
with no credit card information needed. The 
information is a little difficult to find, but if you go to 
this link: https://goo.gl/mldYqx you can sign up for 
the guest account. Keep in mind this is different from 
the two week trial subscription that does require a 
credit card. 

With a guest account you can build a family tree, post 
and receive messages to Ancestry’s bulletin boards, 
and search the free databases, about 800 of them! 
Many are indexes only, but there are some that are 
full databases, such as the 1940 and 1880 U.S. 
Federal censuses, American Biographical Library, 
World War I Civilian Draft Registration cards ... and 
many others. You’ll also find international records. 
To explore the full list of free databases available at 
Ancestry.com, visit 

http://search.ancestry.com/search/group/freeindex 
or, the shortened URL at 
https://goo.gl/lorQBF . (Scroll down the page to see 
the list of free databases.) 

With a guest account, you can now do some searching 
at home and then complement that searching by 
using Ancestry LE at the Ames Public Library. This 
combination is certainly a way to stretch your 
genealogy dollars! 

Family History Daily recently printed a great article 
about these free databases. You can read it at: 

https://goo.gl/8rmHvL 

(One caveat if you do register for a free guest account 
on Ancestry.com is that you will receive email 
solicitations from them. You may want to create a 
separate email for this.). 
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Source, Citation and Proof 


How many times have you heard these words and 
many times mentioned in the same sentence and/or 
discussion? In a limited amount of space I will 
attempt to explain each of these items and why they 
are important in genealogy. 

Loosely defined, genealogy is the collection of 
information (documents, pictures, data, etc.) that 
will help you form an opinion regarding a person, 
place or event in your genealogy. 

Source: This is the piece of information that you 
have collected as a result of your searching. This 
information, along with other information, will help 
you to form an opinion about the particular person, 
place or event that you are searching. It is advisable 
to get 2-3 pieces of information to be certain that all 
of the names, dates, etc. coincide with each other. If 
there are some discrepancies, you may need to do 
more research to find the true facts. 

You must realize that the piece of source information 
is nearly useless unless it has a lot more information 
connected to it. That’s where citing your source 
enters the picture. 

Source Citation: FamilySearch.org states that “A 
citation should allow you to locate the source and to 
judge the quality of the source.” Following is a listing 
of basic information that Genealogy.com gives: 
“identify the informant, the place, the date, and the 
information given, plus to whom it was given and 
where that information is stored.” Of course 
additional information can be given such as personal 
comments and observations. Citations may take 
different formats if the source is published (book, 
etc.) or unpublished (personal interview, etc.). 
When obtaining any online or Internet source, it is a 
good idea to insert the URL or web page address 
found at the top of the web page and may start with 
www or http. As stated above, one of the purposes of 
citation is to make it easy to find again if necessary. 
Consequently you improve your chances of finding 
it again if you include more information. 

SOURCE (continued in next column) 


SOURCE (continued from previous column) 

Following are 3 Internet links that give more 
detailed descriptions regarding source citing: 

http://www.genealogv.com/articles/research/iQ 

wvlie.html 

https://familvsearch.org/wiki/en/Cite Your Sour 

ces (Source Footnotes) 

https://familvsearch.org/wiki/en/Citing Online S 

ources 

Proof: When you find source information and you 
have given it a good citation, then you should get 
more sources of information on the same subject. 
When you have acquired enough, then you can use 
your common sense and compare the sources. If you 
can clearly draw a conclusion as to the facts, then 
you may want to consider the fact proven. There are 
several steps in this process and there is also a 
“Genealogical Proof Standard” that is used. Don’t let 
it scare you, but it is very important. Following is a 
link that further explains proof: 

https://familvsearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogical Pr 

oof Standard 

Source citation and proof are necessary not only 
during your search processes but also important to 
anyone else who looks at your source information. 
They not only want to know where you found the 
information but they also want to compare your 
information to determine its credibility especially if 
further additional is discovered at a later date. 

Thank You to Education 

Carol Alexander Phillips, PhD gave a very interesting 
presentation about History of Education in America and 
its influence on Iowa. Dr. Phillips, graduated from 
University of Iowa with a PhD early childhood, reading 
and curriculum. She received her Master of Science 
degree at Drake University and has taught at Simpson 
College, Morningside College. Dr. Phillips served as the 
Administrator for the Child Development Laboratory 
School at ISU. 
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President’s Message 

March was filled with many 
learning and interesting 
activities for SCGS. April 
hasn’t slowed down a bit. May 
won’t disappoint us either. In 
April we learned about 
computer security. I found out there were many 
more ways to look things up for Ancestry. Been 
using for several years and now can get so much 
more out of my research time. They are not always 
correct but a very good start. Still organizing my 
genealogy research but have a plan and after 
everything has soaked in a bit, I will be able to find 
what I am looking for and know where I found it in 
the first place. 

Now we have summer ahead of us and hopefully 
more time to do some more organizing, research 
and maybe a trip or two to locate more ancestors. 
Now to get my research plan going for my next 
person I want to do some more research on. 


Next Programs 

Story County Genealogical Society, 

2 nd Monday of each month 
Ames Public Library 
May 8, 2017, 6:30 PM, “Shared Stories” - 
Talk With Your Neighbor - page 3 

Genealogy Plus 
3 rd Wednesday of each month 
See articles on page 4 
May 17, 2017 — 10am - noon 
Ames Public Library 

June 26, 2017 

July 24, 2017 

Topic to be announced later or you can 
visit SCGS website @ 

www.storygenes.com 
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Issue 
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SCGS meeting-Page 3 

SCGS Conference summary-Page 3 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

April 10, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Ames Public Library auditorium by President 
Nancy Long. Twenty-five members and guests 
answered the question: “my summer research 
goals.” 

The March 2017 minutes were approved as printed 
in the April newsletter. The treasurer’s report was 
given by Mary Lohr for Mary Ausborn and filed for 
audit. 

Mary Lohr reported the next Genealogy Plus 
meeting on April 17th will be “The Secrets of 
Ancestry.com.” The next ‘Roots Magic user’ 
program will be on Thursday April 27th. And our 
first Spring Conference is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 29: “Genealogy Basics: Fundamentals for 
Family Historians.” 


Thank You 

Mr. Sam Wormley spoke to attendees at the April 
meeting of the Story County 
Genealogical Society about computer 
safety. Since nowadays many people are 
using the Internet for research and 
discovery, it’s very important that 
everyone know how to protect their 
computers and information from the 
“bad guys”. He scared some people with some 
explanations, but everything he said was true. 

Mr. Richard Wolfe was our guest speaker at the 
April Genealogy Plus meeting. He explained some of the 
strengths and some weaknesses of Ancestry.com. He 
also delved into Ancestry's hidden features, how to use 
them and even more. Also included were ways that 
Ancentry.com products can be used as educational 
tools for further research and record keeping. 



The new website project at EasyNetSites.com is 
progressing and should be up and running by fall. 

The exhibit about German Immigrants to Iowa is 
currently on display in the Ames Historical 
Society. 


Dennis Allen gave his normal, interesting presentation on 
RootsMagic Genealogy software. Dennis and many other 
members use RootsMagic, but discussion 
was held about the possibility of changing 
the name of this group and discussing other 
computer programs. More programs to 
follow. 




The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 


Newsletter Editor Time Off 


'Katie Pattee, Secretary 



Could this one of your ancestors on Decoration 
Day in the late 1800s??? Or was it Memorial Day 
after the name of the holiday was changed?? 


This issue of the newsletter will be the last one until 
September. It would be nice to include more articles 
about SCGS members’ ancestor searches and other 
genealogical situations that you may have had, like 
overcoming obstacles, etc. and how you did it. 

Take some time this summer and write at least 1 article 
that can be included in this newsletter. Remember that 
everyone has at least 1 story to tell. In the meantime, 
please have a wonderful Spring and Summer. Check 
out that cemetery that you have been waiting to walk. 
Take that genealogical trip - or maybe something else. 

You can still send me articles during the summer as I 
will collect them to be published when we come back 
live again. 
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Upcoming Events 


SCGS Conference Summary 


May SCGS Meeting 

May 8, 2017 - 6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 

Let’s Talk Genealogy! 

We will be talking...to each other...about 
genealogy. SCGS members and guests have 
experienced interesting classes at our Society, 
Genealogy Plus, the Beginning Genealogy Series, 
RootsMagic User Group and the Spring Genealogy 
Conference. So tell us: 

• What is the most helpful thing you learned 
this year? What would you like to learn 
more about in genealogy? 

• Tell about one new discovery you’ve made 
in the last year 

• How has your genealogy understanding and 
process changed as a result of the 
educational programming of SCGS? 

or 

• What is your research goal for summer? 

We learn a lot by listening to each other about our 
genealogy experiences. Might even find you have a 
cousin sitting right next to you! Please come and 
share on May 8th at 6:30. 


Modern Love 

A modern mother is explaining to her little girl 
about pictures in the family photo album: 

“This is the geneticist with your surrogate mother 
and here’s your sperm donor and your father’s 
clone. This is me holding you when you were just a 
frozen embryo... 

The lady with the very troubled look on her face is 
your aunt, she’s the family genealogist.” 

This is an email of unknown origin but the email 
header had the names of Raola Giles, Connie Huff, 
Merlene Whisenand and Martha Deyoe. 

NOTE : It’s still funny anyway. 


Alice Hoyt Veen was the speaker at the 
all-day conference held at the Ames 
Public Library on April 29th. This was an 
excellent conference and I hope that 
everyone had a chance to attend. Alice 
discussed various aspects of genealogy 
including: Genealogy Introduction (telling of the 
basics of starting your genealogy search), Research 
Plans and Logs and why they are important and 
what to do with them, Federal Census Records and 
all of the information that can be derived from them 
and Courthouse Research, a hidden treasure for 
family historians and genealogists. 



There were close to 50 people in attendance and 
everyone remained very attentive during the entire 
conference because Alice presented various 
interesting and pertinent subjects in a format that 
everyone was interested in, no matter how long you 
have been a genealogist. 

The SCGS Conference Committee worked very hard to 
make certain that everything went smoothly, and it 
did. The conference was a huge success and will 
probably be a good example for future conferences. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 

conference. 
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Genealogy Plus 

...taking you to the next level in your 
family research! 

May 17, 2017 -10 am - noon 
Ames Public Library 

Sharon Avery is the State Government Records 
Archivist at the State Historical Society of Iowa, 
and has been with the Society since 1989. 

Sharon began her career at the South Carolina 
Archives, where she worked several years 
overseeing the processing of county and state 
government records. 

Sharon is a Minnesota native, where she attended 
University of Minnesota, then to graduate school 
at the University of Delaware. Her presentation 
will be centered on Civil War Records. 

The records of the Civil War hold vast genealogical 
value for soldiers of the North and South. Learn 
about these military records, what info they hold, 
where they may be found and how to access. 

More programs coming in 2017—find out more at 
www.storvgenes.com/genealogv-plus 

New SCGS Website 

At the April 2017 SCGS regular meeting, the SCGS 
unanimously members voted to go ahead with 
obtaining and creating a new website from 
EasyNetSites.com. The website committee had 
met and recommended this website company to 
the membership because the website creator 
makes websites for genealogical and historical 
organizations. You can see several examples of 
their websites if you go to www. easvnetsites. com. 
Also, Dennis Allen (RootsMagic guru) has a 
cemetery based website created and hosted by 
EasyNetSites.com entitled Genealogical Treasures 
(www.gentreasures.com) . The website committee 
will have training meetings with EasyNetSites in 
the next few weeks and by the end of the summer 
SCGS will have a new, better website. 


Additional Seminars 

During the summer you will probably receive some 
short emails from SCGS concerning some seminars 
that will be available. You may also get SCGS 
correspondence on other topics that will help the 
planning committees to develop presentations and 
seminars that will be of interest to many people. 

Dates that you can put in your calendar are listed 
below. You can check the SCGS website 
(www.storygenes.com) for further information on 
each date. 

June 26. 2017 

10am - Noon - Ames Public Library 

July 24 .. 2017 

10am - Noon - Ames Public Library 

Story County Genealogical Society 

2017 Officers 



Back row from left to right: 

Dick Cooper, SCGS Newsletter Editor - Bonnie 
Samuel, Vice-president - Gwenna Jacobson, Publicity 
- Mary Lohr, Librarian. 

Front row from left to right: 

Paul Martsching, Historian - Mary Ausborn, 
Treasurer - Nancy Long, President. 

Not pictured: Katie Pattee, Secretary. 
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Memorial Day 


Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United 
States celebrated on the last Monday of May 
commemorating men and women who died while 
serving in the United States Armed Forces. 

Initially (officially since 1868 - proclaimed by 
General John Logan) Memorial Day was a holiday 
in memory of the soldiers who died in the Civil 
War. The feast was supposed to be a step towards 
national reconciliation. The original name 
(Decoration Day) comes from placing flowers on 
the graves of the soldiers. 

Memorial Day was celebrated differently in 
different states. Until 1890 it was celebrated in all 
the states of the North. After World War I the 
nature of the holiday changed to honor the 
memory of all Americans who died in any war - not 
only Civil. 

No author cited in this article 

This article was taken from the Internet - 

https://www.calendar-12.com/holidavs/memorial dav/2017 . 

Editor’s note: 

My father was in WWII and when he died in 2004 
he was given a military funeral. He was always very 
proud of the time that he served in the Army, but 
he didn’t talk about it too much. I can only imagine 
that there were many things that happened that he 
didn’t want to talk about, but there were many 
good things that happened that he wanted to 
remember - especially the reunions and the 
people that he served with. 

Every Memorial Day he and his fellow VFW 
members would march from town to the 
Evergreen Cemetery in Clarion, Iowa to 
commemorate those fallen soldiers. At the time I 
was young and didn’t grasp the meaning of the day 
or what he did, but now that I am older I 
understand. 

The goal of the military men and women of today 
is the same as it was then: protect the USA. Let’s 
support them in any way possible. 


Editor’s Desk 

Well I guess that after this newsletter I can take the 
summer off because you won’t be receiving any 
newsletters until the September 2017 issue. The SCGS 
bylaws were written giving us a vacation during the 
months of June, July, August and December. These 
summer months off will give all of you a chance to 
catch up on your cemetery walks, courthouse and 
library searches and whatever else you do to further 
your genealogy. As for me, I plan a trip to southeastern 
Iowa, Western Illinois and northeastern Missouri to 
see if I can find out anything about my great 
grandfather’s family. 

Recently I made my 2 nd trip in as many months to the 
Clarion Public Library to search for information. The 
first visit was a ‘teaser’ since some of my information 
wasn’t complete, so I had to go back and when I did I 
found a lot more information. I was especially 
interested in the funeral home records and the 
histories of various towns in Wright County. My next 
stop will be the Belmond Public Library and Belmond 
Historical collection. I’m PUMPED!!!!! 

I was very glad to see that the speaker for the May 17 th 
Genealogy Plus meeting (page 4) will have a 
presentation on Civil War records. Several of my 
ancestors were in the Civil War and I feel that the 
information from this presentation will also help me 
in finding my other ancestors that were in other wars 
such as Revolutionary, Spanish American, WWI, 
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, etc. Learning about these 
records may also help me find people that weren’t in a 
war but may have registered for the draft, etc. 

Well, after the conference on April 29 th , I can see that 
I have more work ahead of me (aside from searching 
for my ancestors). Alice Hoyt Veen gave us a lot of 
ideas, particularly ways to plot families’ census 
records to detect name changes, location changes and 
county and state border changes, and I think that 
Kentucky and Tennessee had some changes. 

“Dick (?<y<yfeen. 
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Ames Cemetery Club 

On Apr 22, 2017 1 went to Avon Cemetery, in Des 
Moines. When I arrived, there were 15 kids horsing 
around and playing in the back of the cemetery. 
This is always the best feeling I can have when I 
see them having fun in a cemetery. These kids are 
not just any kids, they are from the Ames Middle 
School. Along with their parents, the community 
needs to thank Mrs. Sheldon for molding these 
young adults into who they are today. 

About 2 years ago I was contacted to help her class 
learn how to clean headstones. I have taught 
classes on cleaning before and had even taught 
school children how to clean them. This time was 
completely different, these children wanted to 
learn. We have gone together to Ontario Cemetery 
3 or 4 times now and they do a great job. 
Sometimes they clean so hard they forget to be 
children. So at times we do get each other a little 
wet with the sprayers, usually started by me to 
break the ice for them. 

As I went to the back of our cemetery, there were 
around 15 students and 4 adults, counting Cris and 
myself. These kids were ready to work. They are 
always eager beavers to start cleaning stones. This 
time, I slowed them down a bit. We talked about 
things that we would do, but I also told them we 
needed to clean the graves. This would involve 
removing old flowers, picking up broken vases and 
even picking up trash that has gathered and blown 
around the cemetery. I did not see any smiles with 
that nor did I hear any complaints, so we all 
walked and picked up trash for about 30 minutes. 

We then turned to splitting into groups, half went 
with me to raise stones the other half were on their 
own to clean. There are not many 13 year old kids 
that I would turn loose to go clean stones on their 
own, but these kids are different, they are special. 
They know to check for safety, they watch each 
other to make sure they doing the right procedures 
and they even team up so they can get their chats 
in. If you ever ask one of them the most important 
thing about cleaning the stones, you will get a 

Continued in next column (Cemetery) 


Continued from previous column (Cemetery) 

variety of answers and they are all correct, but if you 
get them to say one word, they will repeat it multiple 
times. Water, Water, Water. 

By the time we finished that day, these children were 
tired. They had given up their free day, they had 
missed swim practice and they carried great attitudes, 
all to help clean a cemetery they had no connection 
with. These children cleaned about too headstones 
and raised 10 military headstones on pizza, Twinkies 
and Cupcakes. 

Story County, you have some great children. They 
work hard and play hard. They care about your 
community. They care about the past, present and 
future. So if you see a bunch of middle school children 
in the cemetery playing, they might be deserving of the 
play so please be slow to judge, they might just be part 
of the Ames Middle School Cemetery Club. 

Submitted by T>ewtU /ilien 

Unusual Search Locations 

My great grandfather Joseph Nathaniel Cooper and 
his 12 children are the most interesting ancestors I 
have found so far. Seems that Joseph was born in 
Missouri but moved to Iowa and joined the Iowa 
Infantry for the Union in the Civil War. He fought in 
the battle of Vicksburg and also the battle of Stirling’s 
Plantation in SE Louisiana. He was wounded in this 
battle and taken prisoner, then taken over 400 miles 
to a POW camp near Tyler, Texas. 

Some records say that he mustered out in Mobile, 
Alabama but others indicate that he mustered out in a 
river town in Iowa. 

Two things that I learned from some searches for 
Joseph are: 1) you may have more ancestral 
information in your possession than you think, so look 
through all of your boxes 2) use regular internet 
searches (Google, Ask, etc.) in addition to the usual 
search locations like FamilySearch or Ancestry. You 
can also find information in county histories online. 
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This Page Left Blank Just For You 
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President’s Message 

Doesn’t seem possible that it’s time to begin 
our genealogy year. Yes summer has flown 
by again. I am eagerly waiting to hear what 
you did this summer, even if it is not 
genealogy research. 

The presentations for SCGS and Genealogy Plus really 
sound full of more learning and sharing experiences. Also 
the two classes = Basic and Intermediate are more time you 
can spend learning new techniques and renewing something 
you have forgotten about. The new website is up and thanks 
to those who were instrumental in getting this going and 
adding to the content. It is fantastic. Be sure to check it out. 


Next Programs 

Genealogy Research: Basic Skills Series 

1 st Class of 4 - September 8, 2017 - Page 4 
Held at the Ames Public Library - 10 am-Noon 

Story County Genealogical Society meeting 
2 nd Monday of each month at Ames Public Library 
September 11,2017,6:30 PM, 

“The Underground Railroad” 

Phyllis Schrag, Humanities Scholar - page 5 

Genealogy Intermediate Class Series 
1 st Class of 4 - September 14,2017 - Page 4 
Held at the Ames Public Library - 10 am-Noon 



I am taking the GPS (Genealogy Proof Standard) classes at 
IGS and learning lots and of course also fun to talk to other 
genealogists about their finds and brick walls. I have had 
the privilege to meet with several people this summer, either 
through SCGS or GHS (Gilbert Historical Society). These 
people were looking for information on relatives who lived 
in the area and it is amazing how we find out the connections 
- either thru the community or family. 

I also attended a family reunion and they wanted to see the 
family connections, so that is my homework for next year. 
At least I have a year to work on it. Also very close friends 
who send you obituaries or ask questions which make me 
stop and wonder why myself and have to check it out. Don’t 
always find an answer but keep track of where I look and 
when and what I have discovered and what other questions 
I have left to answer so later when something new surfaces 
I will know if it is another answer to a piece of my puzzle. 

'JtuMCCf 


Genealogy Plus! Series 
1 st Class of 4 - September 20,2017 - Page 6 
Held at the Ames Public Library -10 am-Noon 

Genealogy Computer User Group 
Formerly called RootsMagic User Group 
September 26, 2017 


Just A Few of The Items Inside This Issue 


Labor Day 2017-Page 2 

New SCGS Website-Page 3 

Over the Summer-Page 3 

3 NEW Genealogy Program Series-Page 4 

SCGS Meeting Special-Page 5 

Genealogy Plus!-Page 6 

Old Postcards-Page 6 

Census Taker-Page 7 
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Labor Day 2017 


Each year on the first Monday of September in the United 
States we celebrate Labor Day. This year Labor Day falls 
on Monday September 4 th . Labor Day has different 
meanings for different people. It may signal the end of 
summer, the beginning of school, long 3 day holiday 
weekend, barbecue, parade, etc. While the name Labor 
Day tells us that the holiday is about celebrating the 
working people in this country, and since genealogists are 
also interested in history, let’s hear a little history. 

The beginning of the “Labor Day” holiday was on 
September 5 , 1882 and celebrated the contributions of 
workers in the total economy. Variations on the “Labor 
Day” theme took place in many municipalities across the 
nation and additional “Labor Day” movements began in 
the late 1880 s and then passed on to the state legislations 
starting with New York ( 1887 ) followed by several other 
states. On June 28 , 1894 Congress passed an act making 
the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday 
in the District of Columbia and the territories. 

The Labor Day pattern of celebration started as a parade 
exhibiting the strength of labor in the community, then a 
festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers 
and their families. This became the pattern for future 
Labor Day celebrations. Of course festivities take 
different forms in different areas with the various kinds of 
industries and labor that is prevalent. 

The following quote is taken directly from the United 
States Department of Labor website 
(https://www.dol.gov/general/labordav/history) and 
summarizes the importance of the labor force in America: 

“The vital force of labor added materially to the highest 
standard of living and the greatest production the world 
has ever known and has brought us closer to the 
realization of our traditional ideals of economic and 
political democracy. It is appropriate, therefore, that the 
nation pay tribute on Labor Day to the creator of so much 
of the nation's strength, freedom, and leadership — the 
American worker.” 

Continued in next column: (Labor Day) 


Story County Genealogical Society 

May 8,2017 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. in the Ames 
Public Library auditorium by President Nancy Long. 
Fifteen members and guests answered the question: “my 
memory of a person or smell associated with our past”, 
and certain flowers were a common answer. 

The April 2017 minutes were approved as printed in the 
May newsletter. 

There was no treasurer’s report. 

Mary Lohr reported the first training session for those on 
the new website committee had occurred, four hours of 
intense work. Following the meeting, the website will be 
on display for us 

Bonnie Samuel stated the next Genealogy Plus meeting 
on May 17 , 2017 will be a program by Sharon Avery on 
“taking you to the next level in your family research!” 
There will be two Seminars this summer on June 26 and 
July 24 at the Ames Public Library for general assistance 
with topics to be developed. 

The recent Spring Conference was very well received - 
many positive comments. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

Katie Pattee, Secretary 



Continued from previous column: (Labor Day) 

Let’s all remember the importance of each and every 

worker in Story County, Iowa and the United States of 

America especially on Labor Day but also on every other 

day of the year. This includes every kind of job and 

vocation that you can think of. 

NOTE: Many quotes and information taken from the 
United States Department of Labor website 
(www.dol.gov). 
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Check Out SCGS New Website 

- 

The Story County Genealogical Society website has a 
new look! Following approval by SCGS last spring to 
migrate to a site hosted by EasyNetSites, the web team 
(Dick Cooper, Nancy Long, Gwenna Jacobson, Trish 
Sawyer, Donna Kallem, and Mary Lohr) attended over 20 
hours of training to get the site operational. 

When you visit www.storygenes.com you’ll see a list of 
upcoming events on the right hand side, featured articles 
in the center portion, and a navigation menu on the left 
side. If you’re a member of SCGS, you’ll find lots of extra 
features for you. Click Member on the menu and you’ll 
be presented with a login screen. Enter the user name and 
password which were sent to you to access the member 
portion of the site. If you have misplaced either, click on 
the question mark on the login screen for directions. 

Still need help? 

Email webmanager@storygenes.com for assistance. 

Member benefits include ability to list surnames you are 
researching, speaker handouts and some genealogy 
articles, online renewal (if desired) with credit card or 
bank card payment through PayPal. You do NOT need a 
PayPal account to access this feature. You also have the 
option to print a membership form, enclose a check, and 
mail it to PO Box 692 , Ames, Iowa. 

Check out the other content on the site: cemetery records, 
list of Civil War veterans buried in Story County, past and 
current issues of SCGS News , a list of genealogy facts, 
and a collection of incredible genealogy links. 

And there’s more ... but don’t take our word for it! 
Explore the site and discover all the rich content for 
yourself. 

[Note from the web manager: We’d especially like 
to include articles by our members!] 

I Am Addicted To Genealogy 

• When I get excited when you drive by a 
cemetery. 

• When I check the obituaries every day. 

• When I spend my vacation tracking down 
ancestors in county courthouses. 


Over The Summer 

Well, I suppose that many of you thought that all of the 
SCGS members would ‘lay low’ and not do anything over 
the summer - WROOOONG!! We accomplished many 
things like new website, revised program committee and 
changed programs and seminars. 

New Website 

Mary has told you many things about the new website in 
the left-hand column on this page. She has said several 
times that a website is always a work-in-progress. There 
can always be changes to make an already good website 
even better. If you get an idea for a change, please send 
an email to webmanager@ storygenes.com for possible 
addition to the website. I will echo the fact that we need 
your genealogy related stories for the website (also the 
newsletter). Member stories make things so much more 
interesting and personal. 

Program Committee 

I’m a relative ‘newbie’ with genealogy, specifically 
SCGS, but I soon realized how many ‘help’ sessions and 
programs are arranged by SCGS and co-sponsored with 
the Ames Public Library. (By the way, this is a wonderful 
joint effort. Our thanks go to the Ames Public Library for 
their cooperation in helping to bring genealogy to central 
Iowa). Then I realized that many of the sessions were 
arranged by 1 person. This is a huge job to be handled by 
1 person, so several members got together and made the 
Program Committee an effort of several members. (This 
is a secret: The bylaws committee is working on revising 
the SCGS bylaws and plans are to make the Program 
Chairman a member of the board). I would encourage 
everyone to look at the website and the newsletter and see 
just how many help seminars are on the agenda. 

Genealogy User Group 

So, how many of you use some form of technology in 
your genealogy research, organizing, listing, etc.??? The 
program committee has revised the RootsMagic User 
Group to a more general computer and technology user 
group. So if you have a problem or situation, bring it to a 
meeting and there will be some other SCGS members on 
hand to help you. We noted that many of you had non- 
RootsMagic questions, so here we are. 
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Genealogy Research: Basic Skills 

Series 

This class series will be held in the PEO Room at the 
Ames Public Library from 10 am to Noon. 

*THIS EVENT IS FULL* 

This course is a series, one class building on 

the previous class, so please understand that 

if you registered, then you sign up for all 

classes in the series. 

As this is a 4 class series, class dates are: 
September 8 and 22 , October 6 and 20 


# Genealogy Computer User Group 

September 26,2017 
Ames Public Library -10 am to Noon 

Formerly the RootsMagic User Group, the focus of this 
group has been expanded to include users of other types 
of genealogy software. Additional topics will include 
other technology and applications used in genealogy 
research. 

This User Group will be a continuing session which 
means that if you have new computer or technology 
questions, you can bring them to the meetings. 



This class will be a bit different than the last class with 
more time to work on each element and individual 
assistance in class. The goal of this class is to teach 
attendees the genealogy research process — from your 
filing system, elements of documentation, proving your 
findings, and writing research plans ...as well as where 
and how to find the data resources about your family. 

Instructor: Bonnie Samuel 



Genealogy Intermediate Class Series 

Held at the Ames Public Library -10 am to 
Noon. 


This class will focus on methods and technologies for 
genealogy research. Emphasis on using resources to 
locate and evaluate information. Strategies will include 
both traditional and online tools. 

Note: This class is for those who have taken the Basics 
Class or are experienced researchers. 

Instructor: Mary J. Lohr 

Other classes will include subjects such as: Funeral Home 
and Cemetery Records, Courthouse Research, Social 
media websites, unusual situations and challenges, 
budget-friendly research, and continuing education. 

Classes: September 14th and 28th, October 12th and 
26nd. Register for the Intermediate Class at: 
https://storvgenes.com/eventListings.php?nm =34 

Questions: email webmaster@storygenes.com 


ANNUAL MEETING REMINDER 

The picture of the SCGS officers below is also a reminder 
that November 13 is the SCGS Annual Meeting. One of 
the topics of business will be the election of officers, (see 
below) for 2018 . I know that November is a ways away 
but be thinking about someone you may want to nominate 
- or have someone nominate you if you want. 

Story County Genealogical Society 

2017 Officers 



Back row from left to right: 

Dick Cooper, SCGS Newsletter Editor - Bonnie Samuel, 
Vice-president - Gwenna Jacobson, Publicity - Mary 
Lohr, Librarian. 

Front row from left to right: 

Paul Martsching, Historian - Mary Ausborn, Treasurer - 
Nancy Long, President. 

Not pictured: Katie Pattee, Secretary. 
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SCGS Meeting, Monday, September 2017 

Phyllis Schrag will present "The 
Underground Railroad" on Monday, 
September 11 , at the Story County 
Genealogical Society meeting ( 6:30 pm 
at the Ames Public Library). 

What was the Underground 
Railroad? What risks did people encounter by becoming 
involved with it? What role did a slave catcher 
play? Phyllis will address these questions and 
more. This educational and thought-provoking program 
brings focus to slavery in modem times as well. 

Cemeteries and What They Mean To Me 

Before I became involved in genealogy, a cemetery was 
a place where people were buried, so I didn’t give it much 
thought. Of course my Dad (d 2004 ) and Mom (d 2016 ) 
were buried in the Dows (Wright County, Iowa) Fairview 
Cemetery but other than that I didn’t pay much attention. 

Then along came genealogy and I really started to think 
about my ancestors, where they lived, their lives and also 
where they were buried. At that time the term ‘cemetery 
walking’ changed meaning to me. Take for instance the 
same Dows Fairview Cemetery. I walked it for a couple 
of hours and found my grandmother, both of her husbands 
and other relation. I also found some other Coopers that 
I’m told are not related, but we’ll see about that. I walked 
another very small cemetery in Galt, Iowa. I found a few 
of my relatives but the grave marker that really made me 
stop and think was that of a former classmate. She died 
shortly after I graduated high school in 1964 . That 
reminded me of some of my other classmates that have 
died since high school. I would say that’s a WAKE UP 
CALL. 

It’s hard for me to think of myself as an ancestor 
someday, but I know it will happen. The best thing I can 
do is prepare for it the best I can. I don’t see very many 
epitaphs written on grave markers any more, but I plan to 
write my one. Sounds strange, but I think of the people 
that may want to know more about me. 


Editor’s Desk 

Well this has been one of the most interesting summers in 
my life, and I’m not talking about the 3 month break from 
writing the newsletter - actually I like doing the 
newsletter. Most of you know that I like to talk and this is 
another way of “talking”, although I have to construct my 
sentences and thoughts better in the newsletter. 

Not sure if this newsletter is the right forum for this and 
believe me I’m not looking for sympathy, but in June 
2017 the doctors found cancer on my thyroid. Currently I 
don’t have a thyroid and several other body parts related 
to the thyroid. Believe me when I say, if you have an 
unusual lump, growth, sore or anything else, have a doctor 
check it out. I want to say thank you to everyone who 
stepped up and filled in for me in some of the SCGS 
activities this summer and thru September 2017 . 

Soooo, with the situation that I briefly outlined above 
cutting into my genealogy searching, cemetery walking 
and other genealogy activities, my searching time has 
been limited. I have managed to do a lot of additional 
organizing and searching at home though. In May several 
SCGS members got together and made up the Web Team. 
There were over 20 hours of training about the various 
areas of the new website. There was input and work from 
everyone and you can see the results at 
https://www.storygenes.com . I would certainly encourage 
everyone to GO TO THE NEW WEBSITE and check 
out the various links on the left side. I think that you will 
be pleasantly surprised - I know I was. Many links will 
take you to articles and information that everyone can use. 

I can always use your stories for the newsletter. Yes, we 
can also put them on the website but if you prefer to have 
them included in the newsletter, that’s OK too. Since I 
don’t have a story or article from a member this time, I’ll 
have to look in my genealogy and put 1 of mine in here. 
Maybe my ancestor’s death certificate that showed he 
died in the outhouse!! 

REMEMBER LABOR DAY AND ALL OF THE 

WORKERS (INCLUDING YOURSELF) THAT WE 

HONOR AT LABOR DAY!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

"Dick 
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Genealogy Plus Group! 


...taking you to the next level in your family research! 

Wednesday, September 20,2017 
10 am to Noon 

Auditorium at the Ames Public Library 

*THIS TRAINING EVENT IS FULL* 

THE TRAINING EVENT IS A SERIES. SO YOUR 

REGISTRATION IS FOR ALL 4 SESSIONS IN 

THIS SERIES 

FUTURE SESSION DATES ARE OCTOBER 18. 

NOVEMBER 15 AND DECEMBER 20. 2017 

"Using Facebook for Genealogy: Education, 
Collaboration, Connection" 

Even though great-, great-, great-grandmother probably 
did not use a computer, most likely her descendants 
do. Have you tapped into the resources available to you 
through social media? This presentation will describe 
ways to use Facebook as another tool in your research 
tool box. Privacy, security, and results will be discussed. 

Remember September 11th. 

The morning of September 11 , 2001 was one of the 
darkest days in the history of the United States. Over 
3000 people died in 4 terrorist attacks that occurred in 
each of the 2 World Trade Buildings, 1 in the Pentagon 
and the 4 th in a field in rural Pennsylvania. Terrorists 
hijacked the 4 th airplane, United Flight 93 , but because it 
was late leaving Newark Airport, passengers heard about 
the attacks in New York City and Washington DC. The 
result was passengers overtaking most of the terrorists so 
the plane crashed in a field rather than reach the terrorist’s 
destination. 

In the words of George W Bush, President of the United 
States in 2001 : “Terrorist attacks can shake the 
foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot 

touch the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, 

but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve.” 


Old Post Cards 

As genealogists, I would guess that you may have 
some postcards in your possession. Postcards that 
may have been written to or by an ancestor and may 
or may not contain a message but probably contains 
an address where the post card was to be sent. It 
may even have a picture on the front with a notation 
on the back indicating something about the picture. 
This example would probably be if a person wanted 
to save the post card for their own personal records. 

If the post card was mailed, we know that many 
times the postmark may not be legible. Even then, 
Murphy’s Law states that the date won’t be legible. 

I have one of the postcards that has a picture of my 
grandfather and his tiling (ditch digging) crew on 
the front. The note on the front states the name of 
the crew and the sketchy info on the back doesn’t 
tell anything about the date of the picture or 
anything else. As a long time stamp collector, I 
used some of my resources and started to search for 
an approximate date of the postcard that I have, and 
I was pleasantly surprised at the amount of 
information that will at least put your postcard in a 
certain era. Go to the following website: 

http://www.playle.com/realphoto/index.php 
and you will find a table in the lower part of the 
page that describes various types of markings 
(normally around the space for the postage). When 
you find the description that matches your postcard, 
go to the alphabetical index toward the top of the 
page and click on the appropriate letter(s). Then 
you will see various markings for various postcards 
and you should be able to find yours. Other 
websites: http://www.chicagopostcardmuseum.org 
http ://www.oldpostcards.com/ 

Deserved Recognition 

At a genealogy meeting on May 17 , 2017 , 
SCGS presented a well-deserved plaque 
to Mike Quinn of the Ames Public 
Library, making him an Honorary 
Genealogist. He is always very helpful 
and makes sure that SCGS is prepared for our meetings. 

Our thanks to Mike and the Ames Public Library. 
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Census Taker 

It was the first day of the census, and all through the land; 

The pollster was ready.. .a black book in hand. 

He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 

His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 

A long winding ride down a road barely there; 

Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting, up through the air. 

The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 

And wisps of brown hair she tucked back into place. 

She gave him some water.. .as they sat at the table; 

And she answered his questions.. .the best she was able. 

He asked of her children. Yes, she had quite a few; 

The oldest was twenty, and the youngest not two. 

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red; 

His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed. 

She noted each person who lived there with pride; 

And she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside. 

He noted the sex, the color and age... 

The marks from the quill soon filled up the page. 

At the number of children, she nodded her head; 

And he saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead. 

The places of birth she ‘never forgot’; 

Was it Kansas? or Utah? or Oregon?...or not? 

They came from Scotland, of that she was clear; 

But she wasn’t quite sure just how long they’d been here? 

They spoke of employment, of schooling and such; 

They could read some and write some.. .though really not much. 

When the questions were answered, his job there was done. 

So he mounted his horse and he rode toward the sun. 

We can almost imaging his voice loud and clear; 

“May God bless you all for another ten years.” 

Now picture a time warp... it’s now you and me; 

As we search for the people on our family tree. 

We squint at the census and scroll down so slow; 

As we search for that entry from long, long ago. 

Could they only imagine on that long ago day; 

That the entries they made would effect us this way? 

If they knew, would they wonder at the yearning we feel; 

And the searching that makes them so increasingly real? 

We can hear if we listen the words they impart; 

Through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart. 

This poem was included in an email that was sent to: Martha Deyoe, Merlene Whisenand and Marie Sande on 
November 28, 2001. According to the email, the original author is unknown. 
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President’s Message 


Next Programs 


September is off to a fantastic start 
of our Genealogy Year. Started off 
with a presentation on the 
Underground Railroad at our SCGS 
meeting, started the third - Basics 
Class, Mary Lohr taught us how to use Facebook in 
our genealogy research. 

In the first Genealogy Plus! session, first 
Intermediate Class and improved Computer User 
Group where lots of questions were answered. And 
sure do not want to forget the fantastic new website. 
Lots and lots of learning items on the website, Hope 
I didn’t forget anything. 

Much more is planned for the upcoming year. No 
wonder SCGS and the Ames Public Library are 
envied far and wide. We might get our own wing yet. 
We really have lots of talent in our society and 
certainly have been interesting to see how each 
person’s talent helps make us better. Keep up the 
good work. Looking forward to the rest of the year. 
Tiattctf 



Story County Genealogical Society 

Ames Public Library 
2 nd Tuesday each month 
October 9, 2017, 6:30 PM, 

What Will You Do With Your 

Genealogy Stuff? - Page 2 

Genealogy Plus! 

October 18, 2017 - Page 2 
Held at Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
Introduction to Source Evaluation 

Genealogy Computer User Group 

Formerly called RootsMagic User Group 
October 24, 2017 - page 4 
Helping You to Solve Computer Problems 

SCGS Annual Meeting Reminder 

November 13, 2017 - page 2 


A Few of The Items In This Issue 


SCGS Annual Meeting Reminder —Page 2 

Genealogy Plus!-Page 2 

The Elusive Ancestor-Page 2 

Saving Time and Money-Page 3 

Stretch Genealogy Dollars-Page 4 

Computer User Group-Page 4 

Facebook for Genealogy-Page 5-6 

Genealogy Plus! Good Feedback-Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Regular Meeting 
6:30 pm - October 9, 2017 
Auditorium — Ames Public Library 

When the times comes you are no longer actively 
doing genealogy research, what will become of your 
files, both paper and online documents? What about 
your photos, memorabilia, and online 
documents? SCGS members will offer ideas and 
suggestions for safeguarding your legacy, research, 
and digital presence, including social media. 

Make certain that your hard work on genealogy and 
family history isn’t wasted or forgotten. 


SCGS Annual Meeting Reminder 

The Annual Meeting of the Story County Genealogical 
Society (SCGS) will be held at 6:30 pm on November 13, 
2017 at the Auditorium at the Ames Public Library. 

Only SCGS paid members can vote on any matters of 
SCGS and will have one (1) vote each. 

One of several business items will be the election of 
officers. All of the officers’ positions are open for election. 
A nominating committee has been established and will 
give a report of their list of nominees at the October 
meeting. Officers’ positions available are: 

President. Vice President. Secretary, Treasurer. 

Librarian. Publicity Chairman. Newsletter Editor and 

Historian 

(picture with current officers shown on page 7) 


Genealogy Plus! 

October 18, 2017 

Auditorium - Ames Public Library 
10 am to Noon 

Introduction to Source Evaluation: 

Is it Reliable, Maybe a Good Hint, Or ?? 

Dennis Allen will lead us this presentation on 
genealogy source evaluation. 


The Elusive Ancestor 

I went searching for an ancestor...I cannot find him 
still, 

He moved around from place to place, and did not 
leave a will. 

He married where a courthouse burned. He 
mended all his fences. 

He avoided any man who came to take the U.S. 
Census. 

He always kept his luggage packed, this man who 
had no fame: 

And every 20 year or so, this rascal changed his 
name. 

His parents came from Europe...they should be 
upon some list 

Of passengers to the U.S.A., but somehow they got 
missed. 

And no one else in this world is searching for this 
man: 

So, I play geneosolitaire, to find him if I can. 

I’m told he’s buried in a plot, with tombstone he 
was blessed: 

But the weather took engraving, and some vandals 
took the rest. 

He died before the county clerks decided to keep 
records: 

No Family Bible emerged In spite of all my efforts. 

To top it off this ancestor, who caused me many 
groans. 

Just to give me one more pain, betrothed a girl 
named 

JONES 

Contributed by Merrill Kenworthy 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

September 11. 2017 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Ames Public Library auditorium by Vice Present 
Bonnie Samuel. Thirty-one members and guests 
were in attendance. 

A very lively and interesting presentation was given 
by Phyllis Schrag on the Underground Railroad. 

The May 2017 minutes were approved as printed in 
the September newsletter. 

The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit. 

Bonnie Samuel reported that Genealogy Plus will be 
September 20, 2017 Using Facebook for Genealogy, 
Education, Collaboration Connection will be given 
by Mary Lohr. Bonnie also announced that the 
Intermediate Class starting September 14 still has a 
couple openings and you can sign up thru the 
Library. The first Computer Users Group will be 
held September 26, 2017 from 10-12 at the Library 
and feel free to bring your questions or concerns. So 
having problems with your computer software 
someone will attempt to help you out. 

Patricia Sawyer and Dick Cooper reminded everyone 
that the new website is up and running and be sure 
to check it out. Dick also announced that there was 
a mistake in the newsletter about Genealogy Plus - 
is not a training series but is open to all each month. 

Meeting adjourned. 

I’m Am Addicted to Genealogy! 

• Do you talk about your deceased ancestors as 
though they were still alive? 

• Does your spouse call the library to see when 
you are coming home? 

• Can you remember the date an ancestor died 
but you can’t remember to feed the pets? 

• Does your librarian or the person that works 
at the archives know your whole life story? 


Saving Genealogy Time and Money 

If you subscribe to the adage “Time is Money,” then 
you want to make the most of your genealogy 
research time and learning opportunities. And if you 
have only short blocks of time you can devote to your 
family history the following two ideas may be of 
interest. 

Ancestral Findings is a five to eight minute podcast 
published each Tuesday. Just the right time length 
while you’re walking the dog, running errands, or 
doing household chores. (I usually listen when I am 
ironing... it makes my least favorite task much more 
tolerable.) Will Moneymaker shares basic tips on 
genealogy (courthouse research, probate records) as 
well as lives of famous figures in history. The topic 
varies each week but is always captivating. The 
podcast is free and you can download it to your 
computer or mobile device to listen. 
(www.ancestralfindings.com) The website has more 
articles and offers of some free ebooks. 

Genealogy Magazine is taking a visual approach to 
learning. They are offering videos which run about 
five minutes in length, just the right amount of time 
to take a short break and listen to topics on your 
favorite subject: genealogy, of course! The latest 
video is on their website 

at www.genealogvmagazine.com and previous ones 
appear on their YouTube channel and on their 
Facebook page. In addition, the webpage has a 
plethora of articles and book reviews. 

So, give yourself five or ten minutes and enjoy some 
genealogy without wasting valuable time or money. 
The two resources listed above are free although 
there may be items for sale listed on their website. 

You Know You Are in the Tech Life 

• You have at least 15 phone numbers to reach 
your family of three. 

• Your daughter or granddaughter sells Girl 
Scout cookies on her website. 

• You buy a computer and six months later it is 
out of date and now sells for half the price you 
paid. 
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Facebook as a Source for Genealogy 
Dollar Stretching 

by Mary J. Lohr 

Genealogy research costs can add up: birth and 
death certificates usually cost money; copies are not 
free; courthouse or research onsite visits have their 
expenses; subscription sites are pricey. 

But there are some practical ways to reduce 
expenses while ensuring the money you do spend is 
a wise investment. 

The Member Section of the SCGS website 
(storygenes.com) has an article “Genealogy 
$$$ and addressing this same topic. 

Another source is our trusty friend, Facebook! This 
social media tool can be useful for finding living 
relatives, sharing information via Facebook pages 
and groups, finding help for genealogy brick walls, 
and being informed of conferences, events, and 
classes (some free). 

If you have a Facebook account you might be 
interested in checking these groups: 

Find Your Ancestors Without Spending a DIME :) 

GENEALOGY handy FREE links 
FREE GENEALOGY 
Free Genealogy Research 
Free Obituary Look-ups 

Frugal Genealogy (Full disclosure: the author of 
this article is an administrator of the Frugal 
Genealogy FB group) 

Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness 


Genealogy Computer User 

Group 

October 24, 2017 
Ames Public Library -10 am to Noon 

October 24 th topic: We'll discuss technology, 
computers, and genealogy. Sometimes they all play 
nicely together, other times not so much. 

This User Group will be a continuing session which 
means that if you have new computer or technology 
questions, you can bring them to the meetings. 



Genealogy Computer User Group 
Summary of September 26 th Meeting 

Questions on RootsMagic and FamilyTreeMaker 
genealogy software were the most frequently asked 
topics at the first Genealogy Computer User Group 
held in September. This group will meet the 
fourth Tuesday (September-November, January- 
April) at 10 AM at the Ames Public 
Library. Formerly, this group was the RootsMagic 
User Group, but the topic has been broadened to 
include all kinds of genealogy software and 
computer related issues. 

SCGS member Patricia Sawyer also demonstrated 
two relevant sources for information: Anne's 
Family History Resources and Computer / 
Genealogy Special Interest Group 
handouts. Both of these can be found under the 
Links category (left side menu) on the SCGS website 
at storygenes.com . 


Check Out SCGS New Website 

Go to the website at www.storvgenes.com or 
https://storygenes.com and check out the menu 
options in the left column. Click on the LINKS 
option and you will find 50 connections to various 
genealogy topics. The left menu will also open up 
STORY COUNTY RESOURCES which will show all 
of the libraries, historical societies and museums 
and government information. 


Have a genealogy-related computer question? Join 
us for the next session on Tuesday, October 24 at 10 
AM at the Ames Public Library. 
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Using Facebook for Genealogy 

Communication Education Collaboration 

Although you have to agree to terms and conditions as set forth by Facebook to use the service, you can 
determine your own privacy settings, who will see your posts, and what information you share. Use 
Facebook so it benefits you! 

Some of the ways Facebook can be used for genealogy purposes: 

*Post a message asking for assistance with a research problem or translation 
* Respond to a request from another user and offer them help 
*Send a message to your Facebook friends and relatives 

^Connect and collaborate with distant cousins; share photos and other information 

*Read and follow genealogy groups and pages to learn of new resources, databases, techniques, websites, 
books, conferences, and other educational opportunities 
^Create a Facebook page or group for your own family or research 
*Plan an event such as a family reunion 

Posting to Facebook: 

Read the rules and guidelines before posting to a group 
Post only to appropriate subject Facebook groups 
Do not hijack a thread; start your own topic for discussion 

Include pertinent information in a request. Use proper punctuation and grammar. Ask only one question 
per posting. Do not post the same request simultaneously to different groups or pages. 

Avoid spam and snarly comments. Be polite. Treat others as you want to be treated. 

And, yes, your mother taught you this, but good manners never go out of style ... please and thank you are 
the two most important phrases in your genealogy requests. 

Other Reminders: 

You can “unfollow” someone and still be their Facebook friend. You just won't see their postings in your 
newsfeed. 

A message sent to a person who is not a Facebook friend goes to their “Message Request” folder. 

You do NOT have to accept a friend request... the option is yours to decide. 

You can block a user and also report abuse. 

Free photos: www.publicdomainpictures.net 
(Continued on page 6 - FACEBOOK) 
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(Continued from page 5 - FACEBOOK) 

Finding Facebook Genealogy Groups and Pages 

From Cyndi's List, a list of all Facebook groups with the term “genealogy” in the title: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/str/genealogy/groups-named 

Katherine R. Willson's categorized list of Facebook groups and pages: 

(Highly recommended, over 10,000 genealogy-related links) 
http://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/ 

Suggested Facebook pages: 

Iowa Genealogical Society (www.facebook.com/IowaGenSoc) 

State Historical Society of Iowa (https://www.facebook.com/HistoricalLibraryArchivesIowa) 

Story County Genealogical Society (www.facebook.com/storygenes) 

Organize Your Family History (www.facebook.com/OrganizeYourFamilyHistory) 

Suggested Facebook groups: Most are closed groups, go to the group page and click Join Group 
Genealogy and Newspapers (www.facebook.com/groups/genealogyandnewspapers/) 

Genealogy - Cite Your Sources (www.facebook.com/groups/Citesources/) 

Genealogy - Improving Your Searches 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/ImprovingGenealogySearches/) 

(Click the Files tab in this group for a wealth ofinformation) 

Genealogy Translations (https://www.facebook.com/groups/genealogytranslation/) 

The Organized Genealogist (www.facebook.com/groups/organizedgenealogist/) 

Technology for Genealogy (www.facebook.com/groups/techgen/) 

References: 

Abram, Carolyn. Facebook for Dummies. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2013 

Collier, Marsha. AARP Facebook: Tech to Connect. Waterville, Maine: Thorndike Press, 2013 

Ewin, Carrie. Facebook for Seniors. San Francisco, CA: No Starch Press, 2017 

McFedries, Paul. Facebook Guide for People over 50. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2010 

Facebook help: http://www.facebook.com/help 

Facebook 101 Tutorial http://www.gcflearnfree.org/facebookioi 

FamilySearch Wiki: https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Genealogy_Help_on_Facebook. 

©Mary J. Lohr, 2017 
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Genealogy Plus! 


Editor’s Desk 

Did you notice the date for the October meeting of 
SCGS - October 9 th , and if my parents were alive 
today, that would be their 76th wedding 
anniversary. They were married at the home of 
Mom’s mother and step-father in Galt, Iowa. From 
what I can tell, there weren’t fancy gowns and a lot 
of partying, but I’ll bet that everyone had good time. 
Not certain about the honeymoon though. 

Recently I was reminded that we reflect our 
ancestors regarding mindset, attitude, 
temperament, work ethic etc. I firmly believe that I 
(and my son) are Coopers that will continue those 
genes far into the future. The Coopers lived in 
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina but most of 
the recent Coopers were born in Missouri. Hence, 
the joke from one of our speakers that Missouri had 
a lot of mules. Well, the Coopers I know were/are 
hardworking and many of them were farmers, and 
most people know that farming is not an easy life. I 
like to think that our family wouldn’t change 
anything about their lives either. 

“Dick Co-o-ftei 


SCGS 2017 Officers 



Back row from left to right: Dick Cooper, 
Newsletter Editor, Bonnie Samuel, Vice-president 
Gwenna Jacobson, Publicity, Mary Lohr, Librarian 
Front row from left to right: Paul Martsching, 
Historian, Mary Ausborn, Treasurer 
Nancy Long, President, 

Not pictured: Katie Pattee, Secretary. 


I'd like to "talk up" the Genealogy Plus classes a little 
bit. I don't remember just exactly when they started, 
but I have attended nearly all of them. I am so 
fascinated in learning new things or perhaps how to 
do some of the old things a little bit better or 
easier. For instance, Dennis Allen has given many 
interesting presentations such as how to clean 
cemetery stones, (I thought that was fascinating and 
actually put it to use on ancestors stones in 
Missouri), maybe how to get started in 
Genealogy. Even tho' I have been trying for many 
years, I still learned some things I never knew 
before; I learned some of the many things you can 
do with various Genealogy software. Bonnie Samuel 
has given some great programs on "how to get 
organized" -1 wonder if I will EVER accomplish that 
one!. Mary Lohr gave a great presentation just 
recently about Genealogy on Facebook. I have to 
admit I have never been a big fan of Facebook in 
general, but I came home and tried some of the 
things she told us about and by golly, it 
worked! We've had programs on Genealogical 
Standards, information on how to use and what to 
do on Ancestry.com, or Family Search, or maybe 

what we could find at the Courthouse..just all 

kinds of things! I just think Genealogy Plus is great 
and encourage people to take advantage of all you 
can learn there. Also be sure to remember all the 
things you can learn about at the monthly meetings 
of the Story County Genealogy Society -1 am a living 
example that you are never too old to learn 
something new or different! 

contributed by Merlene Whisenand 
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President’s Message 

Merlene, Lester and Mary gave us 
much to think about on how we can 
save all of our Genealogical Research 
from somebody to look at in the 
future. There are several possibilities 
and need to find what works for you. Hopefully you 
have a younger family member who you can pass 
everything onto, but if you don’t there are choices. 

October has been another month full of very good 
learning opportunities. We have our two classes 
going, Genealogy Plus!, Computer User Group and 
IGS Fall Conference. Lots of things to learn. 
Opportunities to network with others and hear what 
they have discovered; whether it is a beginner or 
someone who has been doing research many years 
or everyone in-between. Can always learn 
something from someone. Seems like every time I 
hear someone speak about a subject, they approach 
it in a different way and I am able to put another 
piece in my puzzle. Those lightbulb moments are 
great. 

Hope everyone can attend our annual meeting next 
month. 



Story County Genealogical Society 

November 13, 2017, 6:30 PM - page 2 
Ames Public Library 
2 nd Tuesday each month 
Annual Meeting of SCGS 

Genealogy Plus! 

November 15, 2017 - Page 2 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
3 rd Wednesday each month 
Source Documentation and Citation 


Genealogy Computer User Group 

Formerly called RootsMagic User Group 
November 28, 2017 - page 4 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
Helping You to Solve Computer Problems 

SCGS Annual Meeting Reminder 

November 13, 2017 - page 2 & 4 
Ames Public Library - 6:30 pm 


Just A Few of The Items Inside This Issue 





SCGS & Genealogy Plus! meetings-Page 2 

Genealogy Mystery Novels-Page 3 

Where is Great Grandma-Page 3 

Writing Stories-Page 4 

Genealogy User Group-Page 4 

Lost Web Page-Page 5 

Genealogy Sources at Ames Library-Page 5 

Letters from Germany-Page 6 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

October 9,2017 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. in the 
Ames Public Library auditorium by President Nancy 
Long. Thirty-one members and guests were in 
attendance. 

The September minutes were approved as printed in 
the October newsletter. 

The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit. 

Genealogy Plus! will be October 18 and Dennis Allen 
will be giving a presentation on Source Evaluation: 
Is it Reliable, Maybe a Good Hint, Or ??. 

Old Business: 

New Business: 

Nominating Committee: Merlene Whisenand 
and Dick Cooper 

President Long advised that the Board 
recommends a due increase - $15 for single 
memberships and $20 for family memberships. 
There was some discussion. Will be voted on at the 
Annual meeting next month. 

The Library has prepared a poster promoting 
SCGS and all of its classes and events. Everyone 
encouraged to pick up a few and distribute. 

Program 

What To Do With Your Genealogy Stuff? 

Merlene Whisenand, Lester Carlsborg 
and Mary Lohr were presenters 

Meeting adjourned at 8: 40 p.m. 

•fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc -fc 

What Is Thanksgiving 

While there are many theories surrounding the 
holiday (who declared it a holiday, what did the 
Pilgrims eat, why was Thanksgiving declared, etc.) 
there is one fact that remains. Thanksgiving was 
established to give thanks for everything that we 
have in our lives and society. People give thanks in 
many different ways but be sure that you give thanks 
on November 23 rd (and every other day too). 


Story County Genealogical Society 

November 13. 2017 

6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 
Annual meeting with treats, conversation, election of 
officers... and other goodies. 

No December Meeting Due To Holidays 

January 8, 2018 

6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday, November 15 

Documentation & Citation: 

Cite Your Sources 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 
Presented bv Alice Hovt Veen. CG 
Our November Genealogy Plus session will be a two 
hour workshop format on documenting your 
genealogical research. Alice Hoyt Veen, certified 
genealogist, will take participants through the 
process with interactive exercises and plenty of 
examples. 

Come to GP on November 15 th and learn not only 
how to document your research, but why and more, 
the value of sources to your continuing hunt! 

Wednesday, December 20 

Holiday Genealogy Help Session 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 
The holiday season is a great time to remember...and 
research the ancestors. The Chipmunks are on tour 
this year, Sinatra, Crosby, and Glenn Miller will be 
playing great holiday classics. And there will be 
treats, too. 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
Technological Changes in Farming and 
It's Impact on Farm Families 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 
Presented bv Dr. Paul Laslev 
American agriculture has experienced four major 
technological revolutions, which have not only 
changed how farming is done, but has greatly 
shaped the culture of rural life. 
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Genealogy Mystery Novels! 

by Bonnie Samuel 


There is a new genre in the book world which is 
"genealogy mystery novels." Most feature a 
genealogist hired to find an elusive ancestor or 
untangled the "facts" in a family story passed down 
through the generations. Complications arise as 
some prefer a hidden tale to stay hidden, sometimes 
for nefarious reasons. Along the way the genealogist 
"detective" hits libraries, archives, the internet, talks 
to people who might know, all to uncover the truth. 

Like all detective stories, twists and turns, 
sometimes danger happens - all part of digging up 
the past! 

One of my favorite authors in this genre is Nathan 
Dylan Goodwin, who has written a series of six 
books, so far, all featuring Morton Farrier, The 
Forensic Genealogist. The first in the series is Hiding 
the Past. Well written, fast paced, interesting 
characters too. Not only will you enjoy good reading, 
a great mystery, but also learn a bit about genealogy 
as Morton Farrier goes to library to research 
(sometimes things happen at the library too!). 

Goodwin's novels are historical fiction too, all 
looking for an ancestor back in a particular time and 
place in history. 

The books are available on Amazon as kindle books 
or in paperback. 


Hiding the Past 

A Genealogical Crime Mystery 



NATHAN DYLAN GOODWIN 


Oh Where. Oh Where is Great 

Grandma’s Final Resting Place? 

By Mary J. Ausborn 

This story is about my husband Bob Ausborn’s great 
grandmother, Anna Root, born in Oeisterbussel, 
Germany, December 18,1833. 

In 1855 she married Frederick Ausborn in Germany. 
They had 6 children. Two died in infancy. Frederick 
died in 1867 and in 1883 Anna and three of her 
children came to the United States. One of them 
being Richard Ausborn, Bob’s grandfather. They 
settled at Reinbeck, Iowa, where on March 12,1887 
she married Claus Reimers. Claus died in 1908. 

In the 1910 Census she is listed as living at Antelope 
Valley, Deuel County, South Dakota in the home of 
her son Henry. She died January 3, 1916 at the age 
of 82 years, in Deuel County. 

The mystery I have is I have not found her burial 
place. My hopes were to take a trip up that way this 
summer but it didn’t happen. 

In case someone else has research in this area I 
would appreciate hearing from them. 



Richard “Dick” - August - Henry 
Lizza Ausborn - Anna Roth Ausborn Reimers 
Anna Was Mother of All 
























Story County Genealogical Society November 2017 


Page 4 


Writing vour stories 

Well, Dick is always asking for articles so I thought 
today I would remind people about writing YOUR 
very own stories. I don't mean just as to the 
genealogical "facts" such as Grandpa was short and 
overweight. I mean the stories about the time you 
fell down the cement steps across the road from your 
house and skinned up both knees, both elbows and 
who knows what else. I did that once and looking 
back I think "Who on earth would be dumb enough 
to go down steps on roller skates!?" Yup, you 
guessed it! And yes, there is story hidden in that 
statement. 

Think of stories about running down the path to the 
outhouse when it is 10 below zero and only a dim 
flashlight to guide you! Those are the things that we 
did as our way of life and perhaps our children, 
grandchildren have never heard of such awful 
things. And be sure to tell it in such a way that they 
can imagine for themselves what it must have been 
like. Because in this day and age most of them have 
never even SEEN an outhouse, let alone USED 
one. 

And what about walking 3 miles to school every day 
- it was only 2 if you cut across the field - and 
sometimes in the winter when the snow was knee 
deep you battled the elements to get to the country 
school only to find that the teacher didn't get there 
and you had to turn around and make your way back 
home before you could try to get warm. 

Tell the younger generation what it was like to wake 
up in the morning with snow on top of the half dozen 
quilts you slept under. AS long as you were under 
the quilts you were nice and warm, but as soon as 
you crawled out from under all those quilts, you just 
grabbed your clothes and ran down the stairs to 
stand beside the Warm Morning stove to get 
dressed. And hoped that Dad had gotten up earlier 
and shook the ashes from the stove and added 
enough coal that the room was cozy! Or maybe you 
can tell them how in the summer you slept outside 
in the hammock or on a blanket in the front yard 
when the temperature soared to 100 degrees and no 
air conditioners back in those days! 

Continued on page 5 (WRITING) 


Genealogy Computer User 

Group 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 

No December Meeting Due To Holidays 

Tuesday. January 23. 2018 

Formerly the RootsMagic User Group, the focus of 
this group has been expanded to include users of 
other types of genealogy software. Additional topics 
will include other technology and applications used 
in genealogy research. 

This User Group will be a continuing session 
which means that if you have new computer 
or technology questions, you can bring them 
to the meetings. 



**************************************** 

ANNUAL MEETING REMINDER 

The picture of the SCGS officers below is also a 
reminder that November 13 is the SCGS Annual 
Meeting. One of the topics of business will be the 
election of officers for 2018. 


2017 SCGS Officers 



Back row from left to right: 

Dick Cooper, SCGS Newsletter Editor - Bonnie 
Samuel, Vice-president - Gwenna Jacobson, 
Publicity - Mary Lohr, Librarian. 

Front row from left to right: Paul Martsching, 
Historian - Mary Ausborn, Treasurer - Nancy Long, 

President. 

Not pictured: Katie Pattee, Secretary. 
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Bringing Back Lost Webpages 

If you’ve consulted a web page and then gone back 
later to check that source, you may have been 
greeted with the infamous 404 or “page 
unavailable” error. It’s no secret content on the 
Internet changes frequently, even sites that have 
been a mainstay for years. 

Would you be interested in what might best be 
described as a Genealogist’s Time Machine? Well, 
we can’t take you back to visit any of the ancestors, 
but the Wayback Machine at the Internet Archive 
may just be the next best thing. The Internet 
Archive (http://archive.org) describes itself as: “... 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit library. Founded in 1996, 
our mission is to provide Universal Access to All 
Knowledge.” 

Their goal is to digitize and record as much of the 
Internet as possible. To that end, the robots from 
the Archive crawl and index millions of pages. And 
this is where you can frequently retrieve a copy of a 
webpage that was active at one time. To do this, 
paste the URL of the desired website into the box 
labeled Wayback Machine (at the top of the page 
at archive.org). This will bring up a calendar of 
when the pages for the site you want were copied. 
By choosing a date on the calendar you can often 
(but not always) get a copy of the “lost” webpage. 

There are some limits as sites that are copied are 
usually done only at the top level, so pages buried 
further into a website may not have been copied. 
And the Internet Archive can’t go behind a paywall 
or secure wall where access is limited or a password 
required. 

But this method can be a life-saver, or, make that 
sanity-saver when you are trying to retrieve a page 
that was formerly available but now can’t be found. 
Another interesting use of the Wayback Machine 
is to revisit earlier versions of a website. For fun, 
enter storygenes.com into the Wayback 
Machine, choose a date from the calendar, and 
you can see the website for SCGS has a much 
different look currently than it had three or four 
years ago. (We think that’s called progress!) 

Continued on page 6 (WAYBACK) 


Genealogy Resources at vour library - 

Check it Out! 

The Ames Public Library is loaded with genealogy 
resources. One I’d like to highlight this month is 
section 929.1 - that’s library speak (Dewey decimal 
system) for the location certain books are shelved. 
Most of you know that the library holds a 
genealogical reference section....those books cannot 
be checked out. But, many of the books in the 
reference section are also available in the general 
circulation section, 929.1 and available for you to 
check out. There you will find how-to books, as well 
as themed books about historical events, times and 
people. Check it out! 


************************ 

Continued from page 4 (WRITING) 

I'm sure most of us have stories galore stored in our 
minds - now is the time to put them in printed form 
so our descendants can get some idea of our lives 
way back when. You don't have to be a writer of 
novels, etc.; just put it down in your own words. I 
happen to have nearly 100 letters written by my 
ancestors in the 1800's and I have read and re-read 
them trying to put myself in their place to imagine 
some of the things they went thru. Things that shape 
my life today. 

P. S. Some of my more technological proficient 
friends do this kind of thing as a blog. I haven't 
accomplished that as yet, but maybe you would 
reall y find yourself as a blogger! Just have fun and 
pass those stories on, no matter how you do it! 
Contributed by Merlene Whisenand 

Thank You 

In the month of October, SCGS had the privilege of 
Alice Hoyt Veen speak about advanced courthouse 
searches and other ancestor records. We also had 
Dennis Allen present an Introduction on Source 
Evaluation and RootsMagic. Thank you to all of our 
presenters. 
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Letters from Germany. 1881-iQiQ 

by Mary J. Lohr 

After my husband and I returned from a visit to 
Germany six years ago, we learned letters my great¬ 
grandfather Johann Schwaans had written to a 
friend had been preserved in a museum in 
Clopenburg! The letters began the year Johann 
immigrated to the USA in 1881 and ended shortly 
after the Great War in 1919. Our very good friends, 
Jens and Jane Delger, were able to bring copies of 
these letters when they came to visit recently. 

What a treasure to see my great-grandfather’s 
handwriting and learn a bit about him. The letters 
were written in the old German script which meant 
I could not read them. But the dynamic duo of Jens 
and Jane went to work and kindly worked their way 
through the thirty-eight years of correspondence 
and translated them for me! Only a very few in the 
whole group were not legible due to ink fading or a 
bad copy. 

The letters corroborated the timeline of events that 
I had in Johann’s life so there was very little new 
“genealogy” information in them. But what the 
letters did provide was an insight into the year-to- 
year life of an immigrant farmer. Some of the 
findings: 

* Johann talks about buying land in Grundy County, 
Iowa. (Plan: trip to Grundy County courthouse to 
identify the particular lot of land.) 

* Johann made a trip to Dakota Territory to look at 
available land. (He did homestead there to Aurora 
County in 1883) 

*He states that on a good day he could plow an acre 
of land with the help of a strong ox. 

*One severe winter he lost 55 chickens, but no cattle 
*He was glad he did not have to borrow money from 
the local banker (instead, he had sold land in 
Germany and used the money from that to purchase 
farm implements. 

*”If you’re willing to work hard, there are many 
opportunities in America” 

Continued on page 7 (GERMANY) 


Mv Top Five Genealogy 

List for Thanksgiving 

by Mary J. Lohr 

1 . A vibrant and fun Story County 
Genealogical Society! 

2 . The collaboration with the Ames Public 
Library with its knowledgeable (and 
friendly!) staff and excellent facilities. 

3 . Access to so many resources, 
information, and persons through the 
Internet. It’s a great time to be doing 
genealogy research. 

4 . Being able to help other persons trace 
their ancestry, if only to provide some 
suggestions. I always learn something 
by doing so. 

5 . Letters written by my great-grandfather 
to a friend in Germany! (See story in 
this issue.) So grateful these were 
preserved and copies made available to 
me. 


Continued from page 5 (WAYBACK) 

The next time your web browsing brings up a “page 
no longer available” result, pull out your 
Genealogist’s Time Machine, a/k/a the Internet 
Archive at archive.org, and you may still be able to 
obtain a copy of the desired page. 

But, wait, there’s more: you can also (sometimes) 
retrieve a page from Google search results by 
clicking the arrow at the end of the URL and 
retrieving a cached copy. 

Both of these methods may help to overcome 
“Internet Webpage Loss Syndrome.” 


t 1 ^ VV 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 
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Continued from page 6 (GERMANY) 

*There is not much of his personal life in the letters 
but in one letter he states the weights of his three 
children: Lena, 150 pounds, Fred 125 pounds, and 
John, 105 pounds. (I wonder if he did this to show 
that his children were strong and healthy living in a 
remote area of Dakota territory) 

*one letter written by his step-daughter does include 
more family information 

These letters are meaningful to me because they are 
the only personal item I have of this ancestor, with 
the exception of one not-very-distinctive photo. 
And about a week before we learned about the 
existence of these letters, I had stood on the very 
land Johann had owned in Germany. 

It was the tenacity of Jane and Jens that discovered 
the letters and it was their generosity in obtaining 
copies AND translating them for me. Color me 
grateful! 



We all have that one ancestor that we just 
can’t seem to get. 


Editor’s Desk 

First of all I want to thank everyone who submits 
articles for this newsletter. Not only does it make my 
work easier in creating the newsletter but more 
importantly I get to hear from genealogists about 
things of interest to them and also some of the 
MANY stories that I know everyone remembers. 
Keep up the good work. 

Of course we know that November 23 rd is 
Thanksgiving and no matter who you are, you have 
many things to be thankful for. Personally I am 
thankful for my family, friends and health, even 
though this year I was a little uncertain for a while 

I found some interesting information in the 1905 
Iowa Census. Each person enumerated filled out a 
card with basic Census information and was 
assigned a “Card No.” in the top-right corner. Then 
the cards were summarized into a book by family 
and the same “Card No.” was used in the summaries. 
I found the cards on FamilySearch.org and the 
summary sheets on Ancestry.com. The 1915 Iowa 
Census had individual cards also but I’m not certain 
about the summary sheets. 

I’m really excited about the future of Story County 
Genealogical Society. There are many things 
happening to better this organization and there are 
plenty of opportunities for members to get involved. 
Promotion of the new website is only one thing, 
membership is another. If anyone has some ideas of 
how to promote the website more or membership 
retention please contact any of the officers or send 
me an email and I will have someone get in touch 
with you. 

Please note that I am encouraging article 
contributors to send information concerning 
genealogy books that they have read and can review. 
Many genealogists read books and it would be good 
if they share that information with others. 

HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

"Dick (Zo-o-ftei 
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President’s Message 

Doesn’t seem possible that it’s time to begin 
our genealogy year. Yes summer has flown 
by again. I am eagerly waiting to hear what 
you did this summer, even if it is not 
genealogy research. 

The presentations for SCGS and Genealogy Plus really 
sound full of more learning and sharing experiences. Also 
the two classes = Basic and Intermediate are more time you 
can spend learning new techniques and renewing something 
you have forgotten about. The new website is up and thanks 
to those who were instrumental in getting this going and 
adding to the content. It is fantastic. Be sure to check it out. 


Next Programs 

Genealogy Research: Basic Skills Series 

1 st Class of 4 - September 8, 2017 - Page 4 
Held at the Ames Public Library - 10 am-Noon 

Story County Genealogical Society meeting 
2 nd Monday of each month at Ames Public Library 
September 11,2017,6:30 PM, 

“The Underground Railroad” 

Phyllis Schrag, Humanities Scholar - page 5 

Genealogy Intermediate Class Series 
1 st Class of 4 - September 14,2017 - Page 4 
Held at the Ames Public Library - 10 am-Noon 



I am taking the GPS (Genealogy Proof Standard) classes at 
IGS and learning lots and of course also fun to talk to other 
genealogists about their finds and brick walls. I have had 
the privilege to meet with several people this summer, either 
through SCGS or GHS (Gilbert Historical Society). These 
people were looking for information on relatives who lived 
in the area and it is amazing how we find out the connections 
- either thru the community or family. 

I also attended a family reunion and they wanted to see the 
family connections, so that is my homework for next year. 
At least I have a year to work on it. Also very close friends 
who send you obituaries or ask questions which make me 
stop and wonder why myself and have to check it out. Don’t 
always find an answer but keep track of where I look and 
when and what I have discovered and what other questions 
I have left to answer so later when something new surfaces 
I will know if it is another answer to a piece of my puzzle. 

'JtuMCCf 


Genealogy Plus! Series 
1 st Class of 4 - September 20,2017 - Page 6 
Held at the Ames Public Library -10 am-Noon 

Genealogy Computer User Group 
Formerly called RootsMagic User Group 
September 26, 2017 


Just A Few of The Items Inside This Issue 


Labor Day 2017-Page 2 

New SCGS Website-Page 3 

Over the Summer-Page 3 

3 NEW Genealogy Program Series-Page 4 

SCGS Meeting Special-Page 5 

Genealogy Plus!-Page 6 

Old Postcards-Page 6 

Census Taker-Page 7 
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Labor Day 2017 


Each year on the first Monday of September in the United 
States we celebrate Labor Day. This year Labor Day falls 
on Monday September 4 th . Labor Day has different 
meanings for different people. It may signal the end of 
summer, the beginning of school, long 3 day holiday 
weekend, barbecue, parade, etc. While the name Labor 
Day tells us that the holiday is about celebrating the 
working people in this country, and since genealogists are 
also interested in history, let’s hear a little history. 

The beginning of the “Labor Day” holiday was on 
September 5, 1882 and celebrated the contributions of 
workers in the total economy. Variations on the “Labor 
Day” theme took place in many municipalities across the 
nation and additional “Labor Day” movements began in 
the late 1880s and then passed on to the state legislations 
starting with New York (1887) followed by several other 
states. On June 28, 1894 Congress passed an act making 
the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday 
in the District of Columbia and the territories. 

The Labor Day pattern of celebration started as a parade 
exhibiting the strength of labor in the community, then a 
festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers 
and their families. This became the pattern for future 
Labor Day celebrations. Of course festivities take 
different forms in different areas with the various kinds of 
industries and labor that is prevalent. 

The following quote is taken directly from the United 
States Department of Labor website 
(https://www.dol.gov/general/labordav/history) and 
summarizes the importance of the labor force in America: 

“The vital force of labor added materially to the highest 
standard of living and the greatest production the world 
has ever known and has brought us closer to the 
realization of our traditional ideals of economic and 
political democracy. It is appropriate, therefore, that the 
nation pay tribute on Labor Day to the creator of so much 
of the nation's strength, freedom, and leadership — the 
American worker.” 

Continued in next column: (Labor Day) 


Story County Genealogical Society 

May 8,2017 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. in the Ames 
Public Library auditorium by President Nancy Long. 
Fifteen members and guests answered the question: “my 
memory of a person or smell associated with our past”, 
and certain flowers were a common answer. 

The April 2017 minutes were approved as printed in the 
May newsletter. 

There was no treasurer’s report. 

Mary Lohr reported the first training session for those on 
the new website committee had occurred, four hours of 
intense work. Following the meeting, the website will be 
on display for us 

Bonnie Samuel stated the next Genealogy Plus meeting 
on May 17, 2017 will be a program by Sharon Avery on 
“taking you to the next level in your family research!” 
There will be two Seminars this summer on June 26 and 
July 24 at the Ames Public Library for general assistance 
with topics to be developed. 

The recent Spring Conference was very well received - 
many positive comments. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

Katie Pattee, Secretary 



Continued from previous column: (Labor Day) 

Let’s all remember the importance of each and every 

worker in Story County, Iowa and the United States of 

America especially on Labor Day but also on every other 

day of the year. This includes every kind of job and 

vocation that you can think of. 

NOTE: Many quotes and information taken from the 
United States Department of Labor website 
(www.dol.gov). 
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Check Out SCGS New Website 

- 

The Story County Genealogical Society website has a 
new look! Following approval by SCGS last spring to 
migrate to a site hosted by EasyNetSites, the web team 
(Dick Cooper, Nancy Long, Gwenna Jacobson, Trish 
Sawyer, Donna Kallem, and Mary Lohr) attended over 20 
hours of training to get the site operational. 

When you visit www.storygenes.com you’ll see a list of 
upcoming events on the right hand side, featured articles 
in the center portion, and a navigation menu on the left 
side. If you’re a member of SCGS, you’ll find lots of extra 
features for you. Click Member on the menu and you’ll 
be presented with a login screen. Enter the user name and 
password which were sent to you to access the member 
portion of the site. If you have misplaced either, click on 
the question mark on the login screen for directions. 

Still need help? 

Email webmanager@storygenes.com for assistance. 

Member benefits include ability to list surnames you are 
researching, speaker handouts and some genealogy 
articles, online renewal (if desired) with credit card or 
bank card payment through PayPal. You do NOT need a 
PayPal account to access this feature. You also have the 
option to print a membership form, enclose a check, and 
mail it to PO Box 692, Ames, Iowa. 

Check out the other content on the site: cemetery records, 
list of Civil War veterans buried in Story County, past and 
current issues of SCGS News , a list of genealogy facts, 
and a collection of incredible genealogy links. 

And there’s more ... but don’t take our word for it! 
Explore the site and discover all the rich content for 
yourself. 

[Note from the web manager: We’d especially like 
to include articles by our members!] 

I Am Addicted To Genealogy 

• When I get excited when you drive by a 
cemetery. 

• When I check the obituaries every day. 

• When I spend my vacation tracking down 
ancestors in county courthouses. 


Over The Summer 

Well, I suppose that many of you thought that all of the 
SCGS members would ‘lay low’ and not do anything over 
the summer - WROOOONG!! We accomplished many 
things like new website, revised program committee and 
changed programs and seminars. 

New Website 

Mary has told you many things about the new website in 
the left-hand column on this page. She has said several 
times that a website is always a work-in-progress. There 
can always be changes to make an already good website 
even better. If you get an idea for a change, please send 
an email to webmanager@ storygenes.com for possible 
addition to the website. I will echo the fact that we need 
your genealogy related stories for the website (also the 
newsletter). Member stories make things so much more 
interesting and personal. 

Program Committee 

I’m a relative ‘newbie’ with genealogy, specifically 
SCGS, but I soon realized how many ‘help’ sessions and 
programs are arranged by SCGS and co-sponsored with 
the Ames Public Library. (By the way, this is a wonderful 
joint effort. Our thanks go to the Ames Public Library for 
their cooperation in helping to bring genealogy to central 
Iowa). Then I realized that many of the sessions were 
arranged by 1 person. This is a huge job to be handled by 
1 person, so several members got together and made the 
Program Committee an effort of several members. (This 
is a secret: The bylaws committee is working on revising 
the SCGS bylaws and plans are to make the Program 
Chairman a member of the board). I would encourage 
everyone to look at the website and the newsletter and see 
just how many help seminars are on the agenda. 

Genealogy User Group 

So, how many of you use some form of technology in 
your genealogy research, organizing, listing, etc.??? The 
program committee has revised the RootsMagic User 
Group to a more general computer and technology user 
group. So if you have a problem or situation, bring it to a 
meeting and there will be some other SCGS members on 
hand to help you. We noted that many of you had non- 
RootsMagic questions, so here we are. 
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Genealogy Research: Basic Skills 

Series 

This class series will be held in the PEO Room at the 
Ames Public Library from 10 am to Noon. 

*THIS EVENT IS FULL* 

This course is a series, one class building on 

the previous class, so please understand that 

if you registered, then you sign up for all 

classes in the series. 

As this is a 4 class series, class dates are: 
September 8 and 22, October 6 and 20 


# Genealogy Computer User Group 

September 26,2017 
Ames Public Library -10 am to Noon 

Formerly the RootsMagic User Group, the focus of this 
group has been expanded to include users of other types 
of genealogy software. Additional topics will include 
other technology and applications used in genealogy 
research. 

This User Group will be a continuing session which 
means that if you have new computer or technology 
questions, you can bring them to the meetings. 



This class will be a bit different than the last class with 
more time to work on each element and individual 
assistance in class. The goal of this class is to teach 
attendees the genealogy research process — from your 
filing system, elements of documentation, proving your 
findings, and writing research plans ...as well as where 
and how to find the data resources about your family. 

Instructor: Bonnie Samuel 



Genealogy Intermediate Class Series 

Held at the Ames Public Library -10 am to 
Noon. 


This class will focus on methods and technologies for 
genealogy research. Emphasis on using resources to 
locate and evaluate information. Strategies will include 
both traditional and online tools. 

Note: This class is for those who have taken the Basics 
Class or are experienced researchers. 

Instructor: Mary J. Lohr 

Other classes will include subjects such as: Funeral Home 
and Cemetery Records, Courthouse Research, Social 
media websites, unusual situations and challenges, 
budget-friendly research, and continuing education. 

Classes: September 14th and 28th, October 12th and 
26nd. Register for the Intermediate Class at: 
https://storvgenes.com/eventListings.php?nm=34 

Questions: email webmaster@storygenes.com 


ANNUAL MEETING REMINDER 

The picture of the SCGS officers below is also a reminder 
that November 13 is the SCGS Annual Meeting. One of 
the topics of business will be the election of officers, (see 
below) for 2018. I know that November is a ways away 
but be thinking about someone you may want to nominate 
- or have someone nominate you if you want. 

Story County Genealogical Society 

2017 Officers 



Back row from left to right: 

Dick Cooper, SCGS Newsletter Editor - Bonnie Samuel, 
Vice-president - Gwenna Jacobson, Publicity - Mary 
Lohr, Librarian. 

Front row from left to right: 

Paul Martsching, Historian - Mary Ausborn, Treasurer - 
Nancy Long, President. 

Not pictured: Katie Pattee, Secretary. 
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SCGS Meeting, Monday, September 2017 

Phyllis Schrag will present "The 
Underground Railroad" on Monday, 
September 11, at the Story County 
Genealogical Society meeting (6:30 pm 
at the Ames Public Library). 

What was the Underground 
Railroad? What risks did people encounter by becoming 
involved with it? What role did a slave catcher 
play? Phyllis will address these questions and 
more. This educational and thought-provoking program 
brings focus to slavery in modem times as well. 

Cemeteries and What They Mean To Me 

Before I became involved in genealogy, a cemetery was 
a place where people were buried, so I didn’t give it much 
thought. Of course my Dad (d 2004) and Mom (d 2016) 
were buried in the Dows (Wright County, Iowa) Fairview 
Cemetery but other than that I didn’t pay much attention. 

Then along came genealogy and I really started to think 
about my ancestors, where they lived, their lives and also 
where they were buried. At that time the term ‘cemetery 
walking’ changed meaning to me. Take for instance the 
same Dows Fairview Cemetery. I walked it for a couple 
of hours and found my grandmother, both of her husbands 
and other relation. I also found some other Coopers that 
I’m told are not related, but we’ll see about that. I walked 
another very small cemetery in Galt, Iowa. I found a few 
of my relatives but the grave marker that really made me 
stop and think was that of a former classmate. She died 
shortly after I graduated high school in 1964. That 
reminded me of some of my other classmates that have 
died since high school. I would say that’s a WAKE UP 
CALL. 

It’s hard for me to think of myself as an ancestor 
someday, but I know it will happen. The best thing I can 
do is prepare for it the best I can. I don’t see very many 
epitaphs written on grave markers any more, but I plan to 
write my one. Sounds strange, but I think of the people 
that may want to know more about me. 


Editor’s Desk 

Well this has been one of the most interesting summers in 
my life, and I’m not talking about the 3 month break from 
writing the newsletter - actually I like doing the 
newsletter. Most of you know that I like to talk and this is 
another way of “talking”, although I have to construct my 
sentences and thoughts better in the newsletter. 

Not sure if this newsletter is the right forum for this and 
believe me I’m not looking for sympathy, but in June 
2017 the doctors found cancer on my thyroid. Currently I 
don’t have a thyroid and several other body parts related 
to the thyroid. Believe me when I say, if you have an 
unusual lump, growth, sore or anything else, have a doctor 
check it out. I want to say thank you to everyone who 
stepped up and filled in for me in some of the SCGS 
activities this summer and thru September 2017. 

Soooo, with the situation that I briefly outlined above 
cutting into my genealogy searching, cemetery walking 
and other genealogy activities, my searching time has 
been limited. I have managed to do a lot of additional 
organizing and searching at home though. In May several 
SCGS members got together and made up the Web Team. 
There were over 20 hours of training about the various 
areas of the new website. There was input and work from 
everyone and you can see the results at 
https://www.storygenes.com . I would certainly encourage 
everyone to GO TO THE NEW WEBSITE and check 
out the various links on the left side. I think that you will 
be pleasantly surprised - I know I was. Many links will 
take you to articles and information that everyone can use. 

I can always use your stories for the newsletter. Yes, we 
can also put them on the website but if you prefer to have 
them included in the newsletter, that’s OK too. Since I 
don’t have a story or article from a member this time, I’ll 
have to look in my genealogy and put 1 of mine in here. 
Maybe my ancestor’s death certificate that showed he 
died in the outhouse!! 

REMEMBER LABOR DAY AND ALL OF THE 

WORKERS (INCLUDING YOURSELF) THAT WE 

HONOR AT LABOR DAY!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

"Dick 
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Genealogy Plus Group! 


...taking you to the next level in your family research! 

Wednesday, September 20,2017 
10 am to Noon 

Auditorium at the Ames Public Library 

*THIS TRAINING EVENT IS FULL* 

THE TRAINING EVENT IS A SERIES. SO YOUR 

REGISTRATION IS FOR ALL 4 SESSIONS IN 

THIS SERIES 

FUTURE SESSION DATES ARE OCTOBER 18. 

NOVEMBER 15 AND DECEMBER 20. 2017 

"Using Facebook for Genealogy: Education, 
Collaboration, Connection" 

Even though great-, great-, great-grandmother probably 
did not use a computer, most likely her descendants 
do. Have you tapped into the resources available to you 
through social media? This presentation will describe 
ways to use Facebook as another tool in your research 
tool box. Privacy, security, and results will be discussed. 

Remember September 11th. 

The morning of September 11, 2001 was one of the 
darkest days in the history of the United States. Over 
3000 people died in 4 terrorist attacks that occurred in 
each of the 2 World Trade Buildings, 1 in the Pentagon 
and the 4th in a field in rural Pennsylvania. Terrorists 
hijacked the 4 th airplane, United Flight 93, but because it 
was late leaving Newark Airport, passengers heard about 
the attacks in New York City and Washington DC. The 
result was passengers overtaking most of the terrorists so 
the plane crashed in a field rather than reach the terrorist’s 
destination. 

In the words of George W Bush, President of the United 
States in 2001: “Terrorist attacks can shake the 
foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot 

touch the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, 

but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve.” 


Old Post Cards 

As genealogists, I would guess that you may have 
some postcards in your possession. Postcards that 
may have been written to or by an ancestor and may 
or may not contain a message but probably contains 
an address where the post card was to be sent. It 
may even have a picture on the front with a notation 
on the back indicating something about the picture. 
This example would probably be if a person wanted 
to save the post card for their own personal records. 

If the post card was mailed, we know that many 
times the postmark may not be legible. Even then, 
Murphy’s Law states that the date won’t be legible. 

I have one of the postcards that has a picture of my 
grandfather and his tiling (ditch digging) crew on 
the front. The note on the front states the name of 
the crew and the sketchy info on the back doesn’t 
tell anything about the date of the picture or 
anything else. As a long time stamp collector, I 
used some of my resources and started to search for 
an approximate date of the postcard that I have, and 
I was pleasantly surprised at the amount of 
information that will at least put your postcard in a 
certain era. Go to the following website: 

http://www.playle.com/realphoto/index.php 
and you will find a table in the lower part of the 
page that describes various types of markings 
(normally around the space for the postage). When 
you find the description that matches your postcard, 
go to the alphabetical index toward the top of the 
page and click on the appropriate letter(s). Then 
you will see various markings for various postcards 
and you should be able to find yours. Other 
websites: http://www.chicagopostcardmuseum.org 
http ://www.oldpostcards.com/ 

Deserved Recognition 

At a genealogy meeting on May 17, 2017, 
SCGS presented a well-deserved plaque 
to Mike Quinn of the Ames Public 
Library, making him an Honorary 
Genealogist. He is always very helpful 
and makes sure that SCGS is prepared for our meetings. 

Our thanks to Mike and the Ames Public Library. 
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Census Taker 

It was the first day of the census, and all through the land; 

The pollster was ready.. .a black book in hand. 

He mounted his horse for a long dusty ride; 

His book and some quills were tucked close by his side. 

A long winding ride down a road barely there; 

Toward the smell of fresh bread wafting, up through the air. 

The woman was tired, with lines on her face; 

And wisps of brown hair she tucked back into place. 

She gave him some water.. .as they sat at the table; 

And she answered his questions.. .the best she was able. 

He asked of her children. Yes, she had quite a few; 

The oldest was twenty, and the youngest not two. 

She held up a toddler with cheeks round and red; 

His sister, she whispered, was napping in bed. 

She noted each person who lived there with pride; 

And she felt the faint stirrings of the wee one inside. 

He noted the sex, the color and age... 

The marks from the quill soon filled up the page. 

At the number of children, she nodded her head; 

And he saw her lips quiver for the three that were dead. 

The places of birth she ‘never forgot’; 

Was it Kansas? or Utah? or Oregon?...or not? 

They came from Scotland, of that she was clear; 

But she wasn’t quite sure just how long they’d been here? 

They spoke of employment, of schooling and such; 

They could read some and write some.. .though really not much. 

When the questions were answered, his job there was done. 

So he mounted his horse and he rode toward the sun. 

We can almost imaging his voice loud and clear; 

“May God bless you all for another ten years.” 

Now picture a time warp... it’s now you and me; 

As we search for the people on our family tree. 

We squint at the census and scroll down so slow; 

As we search for that entry from long, long ago. 

Could they only imagine on that long ago day; 

That the entries they made would effect us this way? 

If they knew, would they wonder at the yearning we feel; 

And the searching that makes them so increasingly real? 

We can hear if we listen the words they impart; 

Through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart. 

This poem was included in an email that was sent to: Martha Deyoe, Merlene Whisenand and Marie Sande on 
November 28, 2001. According to the email, the original author is unknown. 
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